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PNEFACE

During L9b6 and probably for the indefinite future
a trip dorvn the Pan-Anerican Highway south of ldexico
city and on to Manas:ar Nicaragua courd not be considered
as a usual pleasrrre trip. Travel is difflcult and more
than the ordlnary risks vrill need to be assr:ned by those
wtro travel to lr[anaSta,

The Author believed that a practical guide book
could be nost helpful by naming and comrenting on specific
hotels, restanrants, and other f,acilitles of interest to
motorists, this plan has been folloryed. The informatlon
contained in the fol1oulng ehapters is opinionate, but
largely.based upon obsenrations of the Author.

The Pan-Anerican Highway in Central Anerica as a
route for through travel is in the stage of early use and
infotmation contained in this gui.de will need to be
consj.dered as subject to change.

TI{E AUTHOR

CopSright, J.,9llfi, by iTillian F. Daggernan
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CI{APIER r

PIANNTNG YOUR TRIP TI{ ADVANCE

lvHAr cAN r ErPEcr? .ca automcblle trip over the cmpLeted secfi.ons of thepan 
^ln-6Frc-an tligE-:rEcnn the United Statei to ihe Nicariguan-Costa Rican borderis a thrilling adventure--and one nolr rltbin the attainnent of the average i ---traveler. The trip ls difficult and'scmeti-nes exasperating, but never ilithort

lntense lnterest as the 26O0 nile route uafolds.

Iiitla, the Gulf of -Tehuantepec, Chichicastenango, Quiche, panaJachet,
Tegucigalpar 

- 
uenagua and nany other nares }:novrn befor6 only iir travilogues, no*Iom up as places seea ahead ttrrough .the rrlndshleld of youi. car.

- .Th9 htghray as a through route is stil1 ln the early period of its use.
The feeling of canaradert e that norr a,riseE betreen the advlnturing notorist andhls ferrors-other lnarlcans enrout€, public Roads ad;rinistration engineers,
lnerlcan consular officlals and sngrlsh speaking Datin anericans remilns in'the
nemoty of, thos6 r*ro have nade the .trlp, after the scenic a.nd opectacular events
have dlmed.

It is nor possible to drlve w"ithout difficulty frcm leredo, Texas by ,ay of
l{exico city, to a point fifty nlres aouth of Oaxaca, l{odco, a iistance of aiout
11100 uiIes. several rlvers nust be forded south oi oaxaca, but durlng ttre dry
aeason uanJr tourists successfully continue on to Tehuantepec or rxtepec and at
one of these points anange for the rallroad ablp,uent. of their auto io Tapachula,
near the Guat@a1an border.

.. Betrggn Tapachula, Ilexico and the borrier of Costa Rica ttre hlghray ls rith
the exceptlon of paying ia E} salvador. and NLcaragua, gravel surfaiea i.nd ta
varylng condition of repair.

-. l{orv r rord ab out prqraratLons, to rnotor:tsts uho ryould aake ttre trip. ?horough
advance planntng w111 be re11 repaid and E@e of the prd.nclpaL detalls foLlon
belor:

AUTOLIQBfIE !{echanic motorists driving even Moctel A Fords have during thepaStffiessfu11ynadethetrip.Fort}rosehowever,notab1etomaketheir
9m Iepairs, too much importance cannot be placed. on mosi carefully deterrni-ningin advance that the car to be used is in near perfect condition ana that it will
not overheat during contixuous mountain drivlng.

H0USE IRAIIEHS Many ti-ues the trip becones far more diffieult for those
rtro haE EGTrailer. The prinary iactors limiting the size of the trailerares the effieleney of the cooling systen of the auto, engine horseponer, and,



adaptabilit:r of the trailer to effective tie-doryh on the flat car for the raiL-
road shipEent througlr southern !,lexico.

In any event it would seen that aaking the trip with a trailer of greater
than twelve foot length rould be nost difflcuLt.

The wi11ys civ:i1ian nodel Jeep has proven to be ar ideal car for trailer
toy{'ing on this trip. T}ris car perfo:ns reII at hlg[ altitudes and the engine
naintains a safe operating tenperature during cqntinuous noirntain driving in
lolu gear.

C,A.SOIINE For sonetine the gasoline supply in Uexico has been extrenely
erratT6lT[f gasoline statlons are nunerous. fn Guatenala, EI Salvador., Honduras,
and Nicaragua-the easoLine is i.rported and the price varies betreen $.3L and $.55
(U.S.) per ga1J.on. ?here are reLatively fet,er places to buy, but shortages do not
often occur.

Carrying at least tlvo auxiliarx' five galIon cans of gasoline is suggested.

@ for the present and perhaps for the indefinite future, tires are
anC;riLL iesnin one of the rnost difficult and expensive articles to obtain in all
Ceniral A.raerica. Starting the trip 'nLth a nejr set of heavy duty tires and at
least two spares is a nini-rorm safe requirenent.

Free air ls a senrice seldon found outside the larger cities. Its a good
idea to carry a tire pulp, tire gauge, tire valves and a supply of hot-patches.

SPARE PAITIS Autonobile parts such as fan beIts, spark plugs, fuel punps, etc.
are sffi on-ry to ti.res in scarcj-ty. carrying a group of these spare parts is
recmnended.

ROAD I{APS Alnost equal to the task of obtaining tLres and spare parts
nsoutli-5f Fe bordertr is that of obtainl-ng highiray naps indicating the route of
the Pan-Ir;rerican Hi6hvray beyond [exico. In effect ther"e are,no 1ocal sources
of map s a{ ter departure fron Uexico.

The Standard 01J. Corapany of NeL Jersey through lts affiliates w'iIL supply
exceltent road maps. The xPictorial Llap of the A.eeri.can Contl-nentrt obtained
from Colonial Beacon oil- CoEpany (Esso Touring Service), 30 Rockefeller P].,ezat
New York 20, N. Y. indicates the addresses of these affiliate conpanies.

The International- ?ravel Divlsl-on of the Aarerican Autonobile Association,
Pennsylvania at Uth Street, ;:ashington 6, D. C. has several naps and w"ii-l supply
rnembers r"rith descriptive pamFhlets. The AAA booklet trtrtrexico by lilotortr is usefirl.

Conoco Travel Bureau of the Continental 0i1 Conpany, Denver, Col-orado w"i1I
send a rrTouraide,r on Mexico. Though this boolilet contains information only on
&lexico it is particularly hel-pful.

GIIEE EOOK Once it is used, the book New l{orLd G:j.des to latin American
RepubfFbffi P. Hanson (Due11, Sloan and Pearce, publishers ) wiLl seen as in-
dispensable to the notorist in Central AnerLca as a spare can of gasoline. This
easy reading encyclopedic little book is a source of i.nforraation on abou.t every
subject of Lnterest to travelers, fron road information to the locatj.on of



bospltals staffed by .lneriean physicians.

PASSPOBT AU.S. passport is a ten do11ar expense re11 Justlfled even though
the couatries to be vislted mEIy approve travel on tourlst permits. Border
offlclalg resolve doub ts ln favor of a person calrJrlng a passport, the sa4e ls not
tnre for those uith the less offlclaL appearlng tourl8t pemits.

VISAS A. frequently follored custm of trarrelers ls obtalnlng all hecessary
visas-BEfore Leav5.ng the U. S. That plan l-s not sugg?sted for this rotor trip
since the perlod within rtrich a vLsa uust be used is sometj.nes of short duratLon,
also the perlod of requlred use varies according to t'he country. The iorist rho
hag been delayed enrouJe uay arrl.ve at ar international b order only to flnd that
his visa has elplred before use. fhe nogt dependable plan is that of Becuring a
vlsa for ttre ne:<t country to be visited utrtle in the celtal clty of the adJointng
coutrtry.

A vlsa for tr[exico nay be easily obtained in Iaredo, Texas, however w]rile in
Itrexlco City the vlEa for Guate' rla shor].d be obtafured. In Guat@ala City securE
a vLsa for EI SaLvador. The route of the Pan .Anerican Illghvray does not pass
through the capital of Honduras so a vl.sa for that country and also for Nicaragua
wi1I need to be otaiaed n}rlle i[ San Salvador.

odty Gratmala requires appl,icants for visas or tourist petnits to present
passport photos. Flve photos are needed to obtein a tourist peltit 8rd three for
a visa. Ext:ra copies of the photo used fo! a U.S. passport are acceptable.

I&I,IUNrZATION According to the U.g. State Departnent circular usually sent
dth ETEGFoE'TI ls nentioned that cuatetrala requlres a health certlficate to
indlcate vaccination for smallpox. T'be GuateloaLan consular offlcial at ltre:dco
Clty stated that the certificate is not needed wiren the tourlst has a U.S. passporL.
Even though it seems that the i.mlmization requirenents lndlcated by the State
Depart&ent are not eDforced by th6 Centra]. lneglcan lmigration authorlties a
fuI1 series of inocul,atioDs to protect against dlseases prevalent ln these trop-
ical countries is north considerlng.

HEALTH Ilysentety is th6 nost frequent health probleu anong tourists. Care
shoulffie-taten to avoid unbolled rater and uapeeled fresh fruits and vegetables.
An effective drug ls available for controL of {rsentery. If a prescrlptLon is
not ob tained frm your famlly physlcian before leauing hcme thls nedicine 1s
available at Sanbomr s in ltexico Clty.

The book Neu llor1d Guides to the Latin luerican Repr:b1ics in the chapters
entitled nPractical Inforaationrr, under the sub-topic nEeaJ.thr nentions hospltals
ln the various Central Anerlcan countrles staffed by lnerican doctors.

'|,ATER rHalazonett water
Army tlffiow be purchased..

prrrifying tablets, similar to those issued by the
These tablets are easy to use and are reconmended.

ATABRINE Considered generally, the route of the highway is through areas

-

vrhere nnalaria infection is not serious, however those wishing to fully ninimize
the risk of infection should obtain nedical adviee on the use of atabrine.

CLILIATE The clinate of nuch of Centr al America is pleasant, especially so



La such highland cltles es Guat€Eela city and san sslvador. Even llaragua, lylng
ar lt does betreen tro Iarge lakes is eore c@fortable than nany of our oml
nld-nestern cltles during iuuer. llanagua Ls seld@ rithout a cool breeze after
surset.

IhlLe it rould probabJ.y be posslble to nalce the trip frqo Iaredo to Uarlagua 
-

during ttre seasbn o{. rains the experienc€ would rrlth litL1e doubt be an ordeal
rather than an interestlng adventure.

there ls considerable variation Ln amount of ratnfal1 according to area
nlthin the respectlve countries, hosever the follorrLng roay be taken as a general
'sumary of ths seasons eost fav;rable for auto travel. fhe dry seasons of the
countries on the route are: trlexico, October -llayi GuatemEl&, NoveDbe! - Uayi
EJ. Salvador, December - April; HoDdulas, Decauber - t{ayi Nicara6ua, Decenber -
l'Iay.

EXPOnT IJCENSE ttrose conslderirrg selJ-ing their agto ln a central lnericar
counti$iE? i6fiifri[ng to the United States by ship or airline should consult
the office of Foreign Trade, u. s. DeparLnent of cmrerce in reference to exlst-
thg reguLatlons rhich may require an etport li.cense -

II1OHET .Caerican Eq)r€ss travelers choques reBain the [ost convenient nethod
of. caffiig funds and are readily acc€pted at all but the snallest estSlisbments.

AIJTTi,InIER An interesting but non-essential accessory to carry ls an auto
type ffiiliffii. ?here are fer altltude markels along the route and nany t5mes,
e-specially in GuatenaLar yout 11 be curLous to limor Just hov{ na^ny thousand fbet
yourve asconded to reach a present higtpoint -



CHAPTEB IT

IAnEDo, IErAtt 1! !.n:rIco. D. F.

EINAT PmPAnAIIOIilS AI IJBEDO Thougtr the pan .tDe ican Hieblray of the plannlng
engtnEFor-flIdlfi$T-egl;s]GlElrba,r&i, .uaska, the auto toirrsi to rferico rvil]-
a9 qryIy nainialn that the highrss;r starbs tul Laredo, as holdlng to the adoptlon
of ([ho'nae tnr Cherllen for tniaazrmchale. But nhicbever etarting poi.:ot ls ireferr-ed, Laredo is a good place to take one Last Look for iris slng equlpeent and stock
up on canned foods. l{ost of the leading brends of canned goods nay be bought all
tlrough Central A[erica, but prices geeo to Lncreaae ty tfrJ n:.te. - Finally-at
ryir"gl., Ntcaragua the price of a llr oz. bottle of Heinz catsup has reachid g1.OO
(U.S.) rlth the prlces of'other canned goods 1n proportion; f.Le traiLerite rith
looE to spang can nake a rorthrhlle sav-ing by taklng a good stock of canned food.
Ihe custms officials at.a11 bord€rs are liberal. ln-pasJing as duty-free, foods
cerried for personaJ. use . Those travellng by auto *I.1r arJo be. gi.ad to irave some
canned goods to be used for the noon neal rhen off-the-route stde trlps are nade.
Acceptable r€staurants ars seldon fourh outside the larger cities. ?oo, rhen
traveling rith the auto during the shlpnent by flat car through soutbern ttrexl.co
a supply of food Is alnost a neoessity fcr the tro to five day trlp.

Sears, S,oebuck Cmpany arrd [ontgomery trard have Ia.rge stores in Isredo h.nd
they w111 be found to be the best places to locate the auto and travellng equ5.p-
nent stllL needed.

lmToR 0II Though ttte srpply and itlEtribution of gasoline in Mexico has been
uncertain, lubrlcating oi1 alrays seens ln adequate supply. For those Etro plefer
not'to carrJr a supply of oLL and sti11 use the sane 5rsn6 a'11 through the trip,
lIobiLoll ls suggested. ft is aval].able tn the snallest towns and the nost out of
the ray places.

IIISIJRANCE Autcrnoblle insurance La best arranged for nith your loca1 agent
beforE-Effil at Larido. An.atteryt should be nade to obtain insurance. coverage
for the trtp through lled.co and Cuetenala. Ihere ls horever Ilttle LikLlhood
of obtalnfug any klnd of coverage for the trip beyond GuatemaLa. If insurance
is not obtaLned frm your agent before you leave on your trip lt wiLl probab).y be
necessarJr to becone reconciled to driving nlthqrt insurance after leaving l[exlco.
Ia countlLes further south, automobtle lnsurance companles are al-uost non-existant.

lleubers of the AIA and non+enberg as reIl will find the lnerlcan Automnoblle
Assoclatlon branch office in'Laredo aboqt the best and nost reasonable place to
obtatn auto policles.

lA OrFICE Charles Mum is in charge of the Laredo offtce of the lAA. He
is pfffiaiT:[-o aU, but beyond-being able to provide an excellent AAA nap,



GETTING LATEST ROAD INfORiriATION FR0i,1 CIIARLES LIUI-U 0F Tl{E AA.0', BEFORE
LEAVTIIG TliE UNIIED STATES AT LAREDO, TEXAS
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9!tiil:!d nHexicotr (one of the rarely found;:aps also showing highrays in Cuatenala)
his office has not been provided rvith nuch information on traveL beyond trerico.

cusiol'ls !q@ ror srenbers and those buying insuranee rtr. uumm rirr arso nake
out tffirEfro:ms required ?hen passing irr6ugtr the u. s. exit insplctron
station and i:exican c:storcs. There is usual.ly a crond and a rush at tire latter
place and though tbe distance to Monterrey is on].y 1116 nites, arrival at the
Liexican Custons statLon by about 9 Ali is recomnended.

OJJ{EE IOAD Ilff'ORLTAULOli SOURCES t:umble 0i1 Co- has a good tourist infornation
office--fi-rai;-do;-f6ffi2l TEFfrs an office of pemex oii co. (of Iiexico) in t]:;
Praza Hotel. These offices are of some assista.nce where travel in l,lexici is con-
cerned, but no lnfo::mation can be expocted on travel in the countrj.es further
south.

PESOS Befo?e. leaving l€redo, Texas one last chore should be obtaining
enougl-ffios for the trip to [exi;o, D. F. Travelers checks can of course be
enrouter'but at less advantageous rates.

UONTEnnEY The trip fron Laredo to idonte"r€y is an easy but nonotonous drive
through arid and balren cactua country, nuch like a contlnuation of rexas. ?ourist
court and hoter acconmodations are not difficurt to obtain in rlonterrey. Trail,er
parking facilltLes are horyever limil6d. TraiLer parking is available at the
Ilegina Courts_, on- the highrray about one .ile north of the city.. parking staJ.Is
are well arrairged and several" are shaded by orange trees. Thlre ts a niw wash
room and e1€ctricity is available. The parldng ch:irge ls flve pesos. The court
has the added convenLence of a very good cafe 1ocated just acrois the highway.
ios Arcos Cafe offers exceptional steak and seafood dinners for five peso6, and
Ls also operi for early brelkfast.

I'1ONTE&ioEEIOS South of liionterr€y the highway passes through a fertile well
til}eEiE11$-oT ner$r orange qrooe"-- I pleisarri Lrealt in the drive to vi.ctorla.
and further points is the suall torm of iontemorelos, not€d for 1ts tropicalfruit. liany of the stands line the hlghway. Oranges and orange julce nay be
bought, but in season the ta.ngerinog are not to bi nissed. U.sny are the iize of
oranges a.nd for ft avor surpass those grown Ln FLorlda. Iiere the ways of rnoderrr
conmerce cannot overc@le the colorfirt custon1s of the Liexican fruit vendors. The
tangerines arent t sold by the prosaic dozen, but by thelstickr. The fruit is
picked u-ith long stems ard bollrld to sticks having the first appearance of strings
of painted gor:rd ornanents.

VTC?oRIA For the trailerite, Vlctoria is the natural_ dayr s 1rorr"]. troo
t:onteIrL]ii' -There are no carlps adi'ertising trailer parking, uut caropo courts about
one ,aile north of the city prowides facilltles and the charge is four pesos.

VALIES Froa Victoria to Tanazunchale the distance is 211 miles and again a
noder-#Eayr s trlp for traiLer travelers. A convenient lunch-stop is the casa
Grande Hotel (on the highlray) at vaIIes. A -*erl prepared dinner ii served for
lr.5o pesos.

PAPAYA f'or tho-se i'rho like fresh
11 milEliSrth of Tamazunchale is the
along the highrray near tl:ie center of
the size of cantaloupes. T\ro papayas

papaya, the littIe village of ilatlapa about
place )o stop. The fruit is sold at stands

town. Some of the papayas sold there are
and severaL limes can be bought for a peso.

7
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q&lAarlrcllrtrE at Tarazudchale the tbu"ist court6 do not advertise trailerpa*rifrtffiTn nost courts in uoaeo trr-y are glad to acco*odate " iruiiur.Tlailer parking nay be amanged at sl so1 canp. rhe flrst trailer in has a goodp?r$"g prace under the canopy of the unused ierrrice uuirdtng of the gasoltnestatlon. There is a canent floor, but no ralls to cut off tie treezel .[rL con-sidered Lts a cLean and _satisfactory overnight parking space. rtre cirarge is twopesg:. There are, several othbr tourist courts nearer-town and parklng iortrairers is probably avairabre th€re. The best restaurant 1s i; the dadilLac
Hotel (on the highrvay) at ttre bridge into'the totrn.

, Tanazunchale ls near sea lever elevation and is the nost tropical spot
al-ong the route to !,lexico city. Fr@ this lorr point the highrray iegins i ste.epcLlrt' over several aountaln ridges. Finauy aca polnt auoit 6b niies frm
trlexico city the naxlnun altitude of ebout Booo reel is rbached and then the routelevels .off before beginni:rg the fraduar descent to the capltar. ltre dlrtancefron Tamazunchale to Ueldco City.ie 22T u11es.



I

FT0PPING OFF T0 VrB,T A tJu\iD!,lAnK FAIED IN GEOGRAPITT AI{D SONG, },iEXICO ' S
BEAUTIFUT POPOCATEPETL ]IJIIICH TOi{EN.S L752O FEET, IN TI{E BACKGBOUND
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CEAPIEB ITI

T,fETICOI D'F. AND PBEPIIATIOI{S IlB TIIE IRIP F't'RlTiEB SOIM{

UUfgnfUO 8199, 9.!. Approaching the Lfuaits of tG:d.co City tourists are
halted blr police at I s e'11 statloD on the highway. Thls inspection seJ-don
includes ngre than a request to see tourlst cgrd or passport and auto bvne:r-
shlp certj.flcate.

GUIDES At this stopping point travelers ri11 flnd guldes anailable to
ride ii:ar- or drlve to the froiel or tourist court selecIed. It ls quite
proper to request that a prospective gulde shorr hip credentiaLs fron the
Federal TourS.st Department. rt also ihould be detenflned that the guide has
a drivert s 

- 
Llcense, Lf he is to drive your car. A guide :.s frifpru, but not

necessafy if a. detailed city nap is carried. Though for those not iaitlated'to the fast pace of scnrethlng l1ke Ner york city diiving, the trlcky odd angle
intersections and fiercely cmbative drtving of [exlco city:." best avoldedat first and the servlces of a guJ.de-driver are helpfi:l.

PRICE IT $IST At this point too, its reIL to get in the hablt of naking
an ag:E6?n-U-tiEFance for any serric6s or a"ilc1"s-a"cepted. prices for a
guidet s setnices or about anythtng can assume "r.ost fa[tastic proportions rhen
not held rrrlthln bouads by a well rurderstood advance agreenent on tems.

.- I9IJCE -Ihe police. ri11 be founo ro be most couteous in givlng street
4lrections if they understand r*rat is ranted-po11c-a- tsEltng a sau.anericanflag nade as a netal badge speak English. The police ln brown-rmiforns ar€traffic pollce a.nd those in blue rmiforos a:re tle usual patrolmen.

AZIECj, CoURIS A}p lni,IlirR PARK At flrst contact, drlving in !,Ierdco CltyofferF6ii-rrgtr'?Iilr-nf,:t6Fti6:[iag uithout the adal;d coBrication of torrtng
a house tlailer. For spfety a traiLer should be parked.at i carp tn the outei
section of the city. Eien 

-tor 
those nho ,.y rr"l to shop around'later foi

another locatlon, .rtzteca courts and Ilai1er park is a convenient first stop fortrailer traverers. this carap is Located at renochtiu.an No. 1201. ?he street
a$9ryBs isn,t i nFortant since one nerely follors the sane boulevard parkway ou
nhich the city ls entered. on this parkway contlnre for about three niles ifter
lg"trrg the police inspectlon station, then ratch for a large noderaLstic uoyie
theatre on the 1eft. azteca Tourist courts and rrailer par[ 1s about a uile and
a half beyond the theatre, on the refu. rtE set back frm the.park;ay and easlrypassed. If the traffic circle rith the large p5rraraid like stone uonuient in the
center is reached the c,'np has been passed--turn back and try again.

- The oLnimrs daily charge at the camp for sroalI trailers is four pesos, forlarge types the charge is fLve pesos. Faciritles include tile rashrolns and

u



shor€rs, usual 110-volt current, rater connectlons and serer. Cottages are also
available. The canp is rna.naged by Luericans, t{rs. Spaulding and her son, Seth,
a student at t'tre university. He also artanges the sightseeiag tours from caql,
sells serapes at hlgh prices end provldes the bottled rater your 11 need for
drlnkiag. The gutded tours go rca,rava[n style rlth the gulde in the flrst car
and the ggests followlng in their our cers.

nTIItrS IIEEK0 A partlcularly handy and easily obtainabL€ soulce of current
touristrfnf6mflon is the 6o-odd page directory called nThis lteek,, published
in t{exlco City. It is authorized by the Federal To{lrist Eureau and is given out
free of charge at Xeading hotel.s ard shops. Itrere are short art5.cles about
places of Lnterest, hoflever the principal value of thLs booklet ie ln the ad-
vertisenents. The current hoteJ. J.tstings and descrlptiotts arE coryleto,
espec5.a11y those for out of the city resorts such as Fortin, lcapulco and Graci
Clespo. Ottrer sections list services fron beauty shqls to optlclans. ?lrere are
also articles and advertisenents describing hot€Is ard serrrices in Guatemala and
EI Sa1vador. Altogether this grdde has the helpfulness of the yellor pages of
a U. S. telephone directory, and coes in pocket si.ze.

COI{ilE 0f qr|@tll.A If a tourlst pemit or risa for cuatemala tras not
obtah-ETTn EeffiIther nay be secured in llexico City frm the consul Cieneral
De OuateDa.la, Edtf ltlguel Abed, Desp 80, - 810, I 1a Catollca y V Car?anza. Three
hours tlue ls requlred by the consul for lEsuance of the vl.sa or tourist pernit..
Five passpor! size photos are required fof-the tourist pbmit ana three are
needed if a.vlsa ls used lnstead. The neceasarlr car pertit is obtained at the
border.

IIAIL IDDnESS hobably the no6t convenient dail addr:'e8s ln llsrico City for
those-iilIh6GE?Fance botel reservations ls f,el:. s Fargo & Co (an afflllate of
Araerican Dpreas), Lv. Francleco tradero flIlr, llexLco, D.F. Thls office Is on the
same street ard near Sanboml s'Bestaurant.

8OAD INFORI{ATIOI Beyond Iexlco City thb nost outstanding thlng about the
fan+ffifrcEf,'Ti$ffits the lack of lnfornation about lt. If you are a carefirl
planner:/ourlL probably conslder spendlng a day or two trylng to track dorrn clues
and scraps of infotmation on nhat to e:qrect a cbuple of courtries further south.
l[ost of these efforts are a total waste of tlme.

IUPISSABIE EIGEI(II The Psrerr Irawl Bureau, the Asociacl.on De Turisno, th€
ttre:d.cE'T[ffi6EiEfficiatlon, the Iacr€torla de Connlnococtnes, Div. de Canions,
in totaL ylelded one blt of speclfic 'lnforration -. a Pm€x Travel Club Bulletln,
contalninE an article about the tro laerLcans nho lere the first !o drive a st'ock
car over ihe section of the hlgbriay fron Tehuantepec to the border of tlexico and
(irat,ellaLa. flrey proved that th€ trlp could be nade and a18o that for long sect-
Lons of the projected route, the road is little nore than a line of stuveyorr s
stakes or 1e8s.

These tro drlvers ended their trlp at the border o! (irateeala and for those
rho rlsh to have a car ln condltion to oake the r{goious enough renal.nder of. tbe
trip to tbe Costa Rlcan.border or fiuther, the better part of rriedon ls to ship
auto fr@ Ixtepec ( about 150 ",'lles south of Oaxaca) or fro Veracr:uz to Tapachula,
a fer niles froo the Ouat€me1an border.
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TAKEN A? THE },{oNIJ}IE}IT T0 THE SPANISH CONQU}n0B, CORTEZ. ACC0BDTNG TO
I.EGEND IT IflAS NEAA ?I{M POINT TIIAI ONE OF I{IS MEN WAS tET DOI,?N Ti,iTO A
V0LCANO T0 BRING UP A SUPPLI 0F SULPHIT'R S0 THAT THE SPANISH. CONQUffiORS
UICffT BEPI,EIIISH TTIEIR SUPFLY OF GUNPO"TDER.
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For the present, even during the dry season, getting a house trailer over
the sectlon of higtrray fron OarEace to Ixtepec rould be no Lees than a nLracle.
There are accounts of attempts to get through rrittr house trailers ard not yet
of one belng successful.

For the sllghtly less adventurous Botorist and for eve4i trallerite this
gep of uni$proved hlghray ln southerD llerdco can be croaebd by shlpplng auto,
or auto ard trailer by railroad freight car fron Veracflra to Tapachula.

During the drTr 6eason, lt Le hoirever possible for nost autos to nal<e the
trlp as far south as fxtqrec, then sh5.p by railroad frou therc to Tapachula.
Drlvins as far as Ixtepec has the advantage of then requJ.l1ng only a tro dey
railro8d trip to Tapachula, but senera]. rLde rl.r'ers uust be forded on the rout€
to lxtepec. The'raiLroad *r lpnent frm Veracrtz requires froa four to flve days.

FREIdIT CAR RESERVATION Sme-advanee ar*urgements riIL help ln the natter
of ttrffiIl-roffsffi'A]ffi fllat car can be eecured at veracnrz- or lxtepec
w'ithoui obtafuiing a reservation at Uexico City, but a delay of several days to a
rreek can result.

9{ry8!4X, SUNDAI & ItrEJilCAN HOLIDAIS Tlhen naktng reserrrations for ttre
railroad-EEfl a-d6fiturtFo-nr.llEEpe-6Tr Voracruz earty in the rreek is recomrended,
thus naklng possibLe arri.val at Tapachula on days other than Late Friday after-
noon, Saturdaye Sunday or a llexlcan Eoliday. Railroad workers quit work dourt
there on the slightest e:rcuse and having your auto on a flat car in Lhe Srards over
a i{eek-end or hollday poses a. bot}ersone prob].eB. A vratclman is neceBsary until
the unloadi:rg, end fron those ilho knour Tapachula the advice is to be indoorE at
night. Spending the night rrith your car in the yards should be avolded.

CLSED FREIGI{T CIB There ie s@e posslbility of obtaining a closed autooobile
car w@t'E Gewation at liexico City. Ihere is houeier a particular
shortage of thls type of car and to obtaln a reeerrratLon for one it roay be necessary
rto rait longer at tGxico Clty befdre a verification is obtalned- this rrait ls seII
Justlfied though if a closed freight car can be rsserved instead of a flat car.
Having a closed car riII iaake it possible to load the auto Ln a sealed car at
Veracruz, take a Pu1}nan to Tapachula and avgld the roughest of traveling on a
freight train or the bother'soae and erpensive cperation of obtaining a guard for
your auto during shLpnent on an open flat car. There is of course sone possibilLty
of the closed car being broken into enroute. It seens horever that in l{e:dco
thefts are nalnly fron objects easily accesslble and it eouLd be reasonably
opeeted that a closed freight car rrith contents unknown wou.Ld not be broken into.
Even if you are fortunate enought to cbtain e closed tpe freight car' you should
superrrise the loading and securing of your auto and only leave after lt is on its
ray to Tapachula.

SUPERIILIENDEN! 0f C{t SERVICE The easiest uay to obtain the freight resenrat-
ione FTo-UEIT€ tE; o-fr:.?6-5TTHe Superintendeni of Car Service, Baideras fJ1,
Itrexico, D. F. The buildj.ng in uhicl: thl-s office is located is on d cross street
a few doors off Paseo Juarez, and almos t dJ.rectly across fron tlte naj-n entrance to
the Re6is Hote1. Ihe assistant ln thls office is Senor Doringuoz, rho speaks En6).ish
and is able to make the reservation. After the resetvation of the frei5ht car has
been accepted by this office its " iooa ptan to ask to return the next iay for a
copy of the teLegram sent to the Freight Superintendent at Veracruz or lxtepec.
In the event you do not speak Spanish the copy of the teleg?an w'i1.1 i:e of consider-
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&1e atd in locatlag the corrsct frelght offlce and gqtting atteutlou on Jourarlval at the shlpplng po,at.

4IrT0 REPAIIS IN EIICO, D.Ii'. ln excellent ag€ncy for auto repal.rs ln llexlco
Cttyil-s crffi6r3.f.f,aie6 Ee f,a Reforoa #2b: rig laanager of the aerrrice
departuent, a former U.S. fmy of. ficer and the chlef lscbarlc, a tted.can, ars
noEq coupetent a,nd helpfirl; ltris auto cqlg!tr qppears to be the largest Cb€'rr-.
rolet dea1er ln the c41ta1, and alao ha.o mB of the best €S'utpped slrops, rhlch
includee ignition testl.ag eqdpueat, and iloel altgment eqrdpoent.

there ls also an excell'ent isrperr Fortl daaler ald ebq locatad on Banon
(iro,n'"'r ELvd. acrose frm the Buena Vlsta railroad stati.on, aloag the uaual routa
of the PeD loerican Hlghey tbrough the cLty.

Both of the aborne auto agencles smLce ralres of cara otber tban those sold.
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TOADING JEEP AND TRAILER ON A FI,AT CAN FOB TIIE TRIP TO TAPACHUI"A BY RAII
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CHAPTER TV

I{E[,ICo. D. F. T0 V,ERACRUZ. UETICo

fPlnn nE fnoll IEtrICo, D. I. The route out of llerdco Clty for Verecnrz
is a @nie-ffir@Tle-nar-lore6t str€ets arrl the busl.esi. There are no
narkere lndicating the route out of the city and havlng a city uap ntlt heIp.

lelnfT4l$ $@fD $oon after leaving the capital the snorv capped nountalns
loon @-EEII ippr-od-uately trrenty. nllea beyond at Zogutapan thl realty steep
cJ.5mb beglns, continulng to a hlgh polnt of over ten thougard fedt. The hlgh-
rray is horever nell-paved and haE fercr sharp turns than ttre nain blghray. near
t?horaE rnt Charlle t. Thle nountaln dttve 1g e sBvere t€st fo! the eoollng
system of any car, especS.ally sLnce there ere no ride places Ln the bighray for
teryorary stc,ps to cool the notor.

GASOIJI\IE AT BIO fRfg The flrst gaso!.lne statLon out of llg:dco Clty ls at
nio fto-TEE is-alF-a cafe of sofus and a nunber of stands selling food.
Ihough wtth tbeir.open-alr food dj.splays they hardly seen intemded to appeal to
tourLsts.

SERAPEI At Te:oe1ucan, sevoateen and one haLf adles beyont Rlo Frio, there
are a-rrGlSE of shops dlrectly along the hlglray rhere serapes and decorated
roolen coats are EoId. fhe prlces seem only sllghtly Iorer than ln llerdco Clty
and other citles, but. these patter,ns sho'n real artlstry and are rrithout the bl.aze
of color 8nd rai nbor-llke designs seen at so Dar{r earlLer places.

The shop 'cith the beEt selection of ovetr articles is Tooelucan4urS.os,
Av. Llbertad #3t, San l[artin Teroelucan ( shop directly on lllghiray #2).

At the !€xt torn, IlteJotzingo, nine and one-half uiles atread frou Teroelucan,
there is an even rrider sqlection of serapes. the outdoor etands ars at the town
square a3.ong the highray. Ilere agaLn the patteras tend to the trrafurbo desigrs,
but tbe selection ls large ard retl roith a stop for those stl11 souv6nLr hwrting.

IINIIARKED HIGI{IIAX JIIIICTIO}I The next torwr is ChoJ.u1a, ten nilea on. The high-
ray f@, the fork l-snrt nerked lnd each highnay bra,nch
l-ooks rell traveled. Take the feft fork, its Higlmy f2.

BJEBIA The hlghray narkers through PuEbla a,re sporadic and a close rretch
f or tEeTilgns, plus J.nqu!.r{-es vrlll be n6eded to stay on llo. 2.

There are no tourist courts or trailer parkinfl faciLitLes on the hig-hvray
to veraeruz. For those getting a ]-ate start from trtrexico City or planning to maite
tlre trlp in tvo ddys, th6 best-rnirtway stopover point is Puebla, r'rhere there are
excelfent hotel accomflodations.
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ACATZINGo For the trailerite to obtain a place to park it u"i11 be nec-
essarFE;T65E for the rnost likery spot along a side street at puebla or one
o.f the torzns further a1ong. At Acatzingo, r1o niles fron ifexico city it ispossible to park a trail-er on the tovrn square, there are enough ligh-ts for oneto feel reasonabf], secure.

For trailer travelers not able to nake veracru.z rveLL before dark it is
nost. advi sable to stop for the night no further arong than acatzingo. sorneof the to"ms nearer verzcrua are larger, ho-r.ever the hi-ghway becornis &ountainous
ahout fifty miles beyond Acatzingo. Ihe?e are no pJ_acei in the later towns
vhere a trail-er can be parked easily.

IEIIZCIUZ Auto serv:ice facilities are neager along the entire route to
veraciizl-Ge can eryect to see few if any ca.is froa ihe states, and meet few
persons abl,e to speak English. veracruz is wel-l off the traveLed course of
most auto tourists and being a seaport clty is not the place to arrive after
da"k snd hare to locate a place to park a trailer.

IE4IIS PIRKING Since there are no regular trailer parklng facillties in
the cffi:EE6 6iff6i:rse is to find the nosf brightly ti.gited sireet where un-
li.aited parking ls pemdtted. A good location is the squire across fron the
oriente Hote1 and the Customs liouse. This square is only one block f,rom the
main square of the city. The location is we1L lii,,hted all night a.nd policed.
At this location thereris no chance to obtain eLectricity ornater and it ',ri11probably be necessary to obtain a roora at one of the neaiby hotels until
freight rnatters can be arranged.

U. S.. COllSUl If unusuaL difficulties arise rhile in Veracruz, there is ar
.lneric-an-coiffil-Tn the city. The office is located in the',rharf aiea (liatecon
de Seni anad) near the Victoria Apartrnent Hotel. Highway infornation ii not
availabl-e.

IIOIEIS There is one deluxe ]rotel in the city, The ocanbo. It is locatbd
on, the-6ffih, about a roile and a half frora the cenier of veracruz. rt compares
well rrith the leading hotel-s of i,iexico city and reportedly is ovined by president
aLernar. The conoco xrouraidetr iecormends the Dillgencias Hotel, rndependencia ll1,ud-the_ fraperial llotel, Iiguel Lerdo /156. The Hotal tex, acrosi fron the post-
office has one of the airline offices in the lobby and ii probably satisfactory.
The lrotel dining roour is faj.r and about equal to an../ otheri in the city, ,,rith
the exception of The i.ocanbo.

SIGHTSIEII{G There are few places of interest to tourists in Veracruz,
thougE ETiip-To- the castirlo de san Juan de ulua (buil-t in tS6S) niy te oi in-terest. ft is a rnile from the mainland and is reached by launch fron the pierat the Customs llouse *

\TlE EEACII rf one has leisure time at veracruz it raay
spent-E f,iG-Eeach. The beach just belou the j,ioea.urbo i{otel
house i,rith fresh lyater. showers. rt is not necessary to be
to use these facillties.

be most enjoyably
has a cl-ean bath

a guest at the hotel

Anerican style sodathing to a clean nodern
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fountain go,to Neveria y Reposteria, Av. Independencia #I79r the balery goods
and pastries are al-so exceLlent.

PH0T0 9H0P lhere is a good photo finLshing ard canera supply store located
atevllnd-eilenclencLa#].:67.

@ocEEI STonE The grocery store at Av. Independencia ff165 is the best jn
the ciffyTFeffi[ brandi of U. S. and dmestLc f-oods are sold. I]ris Ls an
ldeal. place to b\y the necessary supply of food to be used during the ride rith
your auto on the flat car.

Thls grocery store sel1s hand nade goat sIl.n rrine bags. They ere too ex-
pensive at tnenty-five pesos, but for once one is happl3.y orrercherged for a
reaLly urdque artlcle not aeen for sale anyvihere else on the entlre trip. Htth
a cord the bag 1s raade to hang urtler the 6o about llke a bapipe. By the re-
novsl of the turned bona cap and appllcatlon of preesure rith good aim a streau
of rlne is srpposed to r6ach the lntended spot rith none of the usuaL lndecency
of tlppling.

PIrnE T{AIER Frm Veracruz on, real. care ought to be taken 1n the use of
drlnld$irEffi Tlater fron a fauiet lsnrt neceisarLJ.y. pure. An easy vay to
solve the drlnklng rreter probLeu during the traln trlp 1s to buy e 20 liter
glass Jug of prr"rLfied eter. A dependable shop selling purlfted rater is loq,at€d
at AguiLes Serdan #8L. Tha prlce of the glass Jug and vater. Lb 6.50 pesoa.

WATCHL,IAN On going out to the Verapruz frelght yards e.Dd aeeing the flat
car on lrhlch.your auto iyllL be shlpped and on rrhich Srou 1111 probabJ,y ride es
ratchman, you vrl11 soon knor rhether Jror are a deluxo hotel traveler or have a
touch of'the travel urge of }Ialltburton or the anclent t{arco Polo. The rallroad
office irill cancel the flat car reservatLons rvithout cmplaint lf you decide
Jrou are. realIy out for a vacatlon not aD. adventure. The trlp Is a patience try-
ing five days of inconvenience,and nolestatlon during the freight traln rLde'
isnr.t to be entirely nrled out. Though the chance geens sJ.lght considertng the
nueber of aute shlpped.

OIFICI4L GUIDE Those wtro dd not speak Spardsh fLuently should obtaih the
serric:T6Grfficial. gulde ln Veracnrz. ArrangJ.ng the dltalle connected rrith
the.shlpnent of the auto is souerhat lnvolved ard-even the aper{.enced travel€!
llrlLL fild 1t all but furyosslbIe to get along in thLs sttuatlon.by uslng the sign
language ard a book of Spanlsh nords and phrases.

The Local tourlst bureau 1s loorn as the 0fflclna I\lrlslua and lt ts located
ln the Iunlcipal Palace. ThlE offlce 1111 reconmend governnent llcensed g,uides.
Senor R:tchard Bueno, whose hme ls at Bravo #219 LE nost co[p€tent. He speet(s
English well and recently vrorked ln the Unlted States. llls charge ls twenty-flve
pesos per day. He ts fanillar rith the requS.rements to be [et in an autmobile
shipnent.

RAIIAOAD SHiPtlElE Though arrivlng in Veracruz ahead of raiLroad resertatlon
date EiElf-s'hmTiftre naale aI the freitfrt offlce at the earliest possible tiae.
Thls office is knorm as the Edlficio de Docunentacion de Los Ferrocarriles
NaccionaLes and lt is located next to the passen;1er station. Senor Bousant 1s
the officiaL to contact.

The copy of the telegrarn requestlng the reservation ( received from the
Supt. of Car Service in Ue:,lco. Clty) is nost important at this point. I,Yithout
the te]egran it Da],' be necessary to nake sone kinri of payoff to obtain tl^e
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freight car rlthout deIay.

Hhether auto onIy, or auto and trailer ls shipped ttre frelght charge is
5!0. lesos. Ttrere ls-i possibility of pa;ring an additional chaige and fraving
the frelght car attached to a passenger-frelght or passenger-ereiess train.
Thls arrangeoent ruakes possible the savlng oi one oi tno daya enroute. The
tine requ5.red by ordlnary freight trcin for the trip to Tapichula is four to
five days. Even though you ere paylng for the exclusive uie of the freight
car and 1111. rlde on Lt ag .natcluan tt riLL also be necessary to buy a sicond
class tLckdt'for ihe trip to Tapachula. .Ihe second class titket colts twenty-
four pesos.

Before learing the office of Senor Bousani a aemo granting pennission to
load the car ghould be obtained for presenfation to the superlntLndent ln the
freight yard.

After paynent of the freight charges and issr:ance of the loading nanorandua
your auto Eay be .put on the frelght car, hoflever.it rrill be found the interest
of the Naccional de l{e:dco ln -further actl.on hes nor abrup .y ended.

- SI0IEDOBES ls you then drive lnto the frelght yard you rI11 be rbeslegedtr
by the nunerous stevedoreg offering tbel.r servLces for the loadtng operation.
the stevedores rho rlrl :Load your auto on the ftat car are not eoployees of the
rarlroad. rt r11r be necessary to hire s@e ffhether you thir* you n-ed them or
Lo!, ana a verlr positlve und€rstendlng should be had as to the lotal charge forthls senrlce. One raan usuaty nakes {he total prj.ce for his group. The iow
pri.ce for ]o"d+"g and tylng dornr one auto ie ten pesos and the usial charge for
non--s_ panirh speaklng persons ie flfteen pesoe. firese roading gtevedorEs are as
J.ike]y i.ooklng b bCndlof, potantlal pl.rates anJr seen the uorld over, but they do
a better than e:pected Job of.securlng your euto to ie nplatformr.

IOIDIIIG 0N !!EI0I{T CIR Loading and fastenlng of an.auto on a freight
car tFA?E?1liltlEEff,E'dllEn be acci.nplished in several hours. 'tJhen a trailerls lncruded lt "11 becmeE an englneeilng probren- of sorts. i,,iotorlsts plannlng
to take'a traller on the trip should Eee[ irre edvi.ce of a rallroad freight e:cpjrt
before leav-lng home and for safety loon the nethods and equlpnent to belsed. De-pendlng on slz€ and type of tra{'rer it aay be necessary td nivi u.e-dofln hooks
ard corner Jacks installed ln advanie.

It riLL be necessartrr to obtain healqr wire, nails and wooden blocks. The
stevedores can glve you a sarqrre of the wire eurd nails to indicate stze. rou
can then nake the purchasos at one of the locaI hardwar€ storeg. sufflciettrire n'IL1 cost about,fifteen pe'sos arrd nails about four pesos. The wheel brocks
can'be obtained at the [aderai tr]tegreten S. A. ( hunber yl"al r 

-C"f:." 
ae Ooblaao

fa31 .fne charge for eight bLocks is eight pesoi. The blocks are nad.e fron
6tr X.6r.titbers and are sarved to the cor:.ect angle to fLt,rr?er the tlres.

.. _-.Sg* ts. a loadlng renp at the freight yatd. It is steep, but no unusua-l_difflculty is encountered drlvlng onto the flat car.

.- The stevedoreo put nJ-res only frorn. the rheels of the autonobile to fittings
on the slde of the frelght ca!. additioaal nrires fron front and rear brunpers
are al,uost a necessity, to take up the severe joJ.ts of starts and stops.
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CTJAPTUR V

VEBJ.CRUZ, TEXICo T0 TAptcHUUt. r_sxICO Br plJlnciD

JOI S AI,ID STOPS ff you Erre accqnpan-dng your auio on tte flat car be
readyTi6FtFr6iffist tiaveling yo, i.ravl a6ne. De resigned to a stop every
fer kiLoreters and severe Jolts froa frequent sritctring and reroaking of the
train.

LAY0WfiS Stops in freight yards are frequent and nay last fron one tothlrty houls. Tierra Blanca ls tle first naJor sritching Folnt, -where a stop
of about si:< houls can be e:<pected. Jesus carra.nza Ls anoiher major switchtngpoint, a stop of about trenty-four hours ls usual there, rlth about thirty hours
at Ixtepec and eighteen hours at Tonale.

'iItth the exeeptS"on of the.first evening one can expect a layover in sorne
frelght year for rnost of every nighi. Thls arrangement does have something in
Lts favor, lt makes posslble sore degree of rest and sleep never possible ;rhi1e
the train ls novlng. Traveling nlth autonob l1e only on the freight car ls un-
coufortabLe enough, but 'nlth a trailer also, it so etfuaes seems ihat the terrifj.cjolts of starting and stcpping ri1I t'ear both vehLcles Loose fror! their noorings.

F00D ril! :r,ATER ENfi0L:18 Eefore leavlng Veracruz enough sup.l_ies sh ould be
put fff'-f or-E-sF.dEyET[ J'ith the 

"xceplion 
of erater f6r wasi,ing ..rhich is

avaiLable at several stations, and the chance to buy soune rrrangos after Juchitan,
there are no other facilitles of any sort avaLlable to the traveLer. At sone oi
the stations natLve food is solal, but it r.'ou1d only be b olrffht as a last resort.

ltOu{iii IIDE The railroad road*ed is rou6h to't],e extra:e ard one ,;onders
',rhy tE-Io-c66-tive ard cars stay on the trackl From rieizcruz to Ixtepec the
ride is reasonsbll.' d.ustless, since grass 6enera11y Erous up to -.e l:ei;;ht of ihe

T1IACHUIJI Cn arrival at Tapachul,a tl,e fntexnationat Ilotel d_11 seen a
pleasent-E--n for the auto-freiglt train tr;ve1er, untir urloading is ccanplet-
ed and the start ls nade for the Guatemalan border.

The hoteL is a bl-ock ,flrom the rallroad station. tlooms irith bath are avail-
abIe, in3lish is spoken, tl.e food is 3ood a:.d purified (ater is ser.ved. In
event it is necessary to leave tle auto on the flat car in the yards over nilht
the hotel propri.etor can suggest a guard to stay rith ,e car. .r,i,s usugl glalag
for an overni3ht Suard is five to seven pesos. The irotel proprietor can al-so
suggest stevedores lrith whon l,rou can,-,ake arrangenents to have your auto unload-
ed. The"e is little work to be done besides providi-ng the planks, lut therets
no chance of avoiding the tlslmdica+,ett a:rd attemptin6 to Co the iyork yourself.

LriiLC.,-DIlll; fts all but inpossible to *et a car {}ich has arrived cn the
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early evenlng tr6ln rrnloaded before noon the next day. Its best to just be
content to wait. Belng over anxious usually suggests to the frelght nen and,
unloaders that they nay be able to extract an extra cl:rarge for rrfsslsrtr senrice.
In event you should arrive on Saturday, Sunday or a holiday and donr t want to
wait unt1I the ner* business dayr the- itaoaara price of th; nsyndicate,r for irn-
nediate rrnloading is seventy-five pesos.

The unloading facllities at Tapachtrla arenr t so good and, yourIl look in
vain for a loading ramp like the one at Veraelrrz. Healy planks are used to
provide the track, , down u*rich you ri11 drive your auto nftLn lnloadi.rrg from the
freight car. The usual unloading charge required by the steved,ores is ten to
fifteen pesos.

ff possible have sqre English speaking person on hand to give dir-ections
Yrhen you actually diive down the inclined planks. There ud1I be plenty of
stevedores standing by giving signals, but they do more har^m than good and
would as soon put a prying bar under the battery case as the a:ce}.

IGASOLINAr GasoHne is obtarnable at Tapachula at .$.25 (U.S.) per ga1Ion,
though-i?@fls are in view. The clerk at thL trotet can give directlons on
how to find the garages where gas is sold from dnrms. Gasoline is more ex-
pensive in Guatburala.

sEXfCAI.'l B0RDER fI'ISPECTfON fts advisable to leave Tapachula no later than
rota'affiEl!-fE'TE; Effiiiffirive to the border. The border is elosed from
12 noon to 2 m, renaining open from 2 Fhl to L Plil. At the iriexican Customs
Station the officials seem to requi.re about as nuch palaver for one to get out
of the eor:ntry as to get in. If all ear papers and credentials issued on entry
are retained there will however be no real difficulty. Once the formalities are
eonpleted on the i{exican side the motorist is entit}ed to a long sigh of relief
on driving across the Talisman Bridge into friendl;r Guatemala.
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CHAHIEB VI

TAF{CHULA. nEXrCo T0 GUAIEhTATA CITY

GUAHiiAI+N EgryPn INSPECTI0II Ttre preli-ninary Guatenalan border inspec-tlon station is at the opposite end of the Taliman Bridge. Iiere.the passport
or tourist petmit and auto ownership papers are inspected. Ttrere ls no license
charge for the car and no drivert s license requirement. This inspection takes
only a few minutes and fron this station the'notorist drives up a- steep hi11,
making a sharp right turn at the top. Ttre Custms House is Sult ahead. Heri
an inspeetion is made of baggage and auto ownershlp papers must agaln be shonn.
None of the officials speak-Engtirtr, but all are most courteous.

EXCHAI{GE 0F PESOS After leaving Tapachula, bie:d.co no bord€r money exchangestati6iEETf EE Eiffit. Even the large Lanks in Quetsa'l,tenango ri11 not €x-
change iiexican for Guatemalan currency. The nost convenient ptan is to hold re-
maining'Ilexican paper money for exchange in Guaternala Clty (sLe Chapter IrfI).
Mexican coins are not accepted for exchange Ln Guatenala City.

CUS?O],IS H0USE IliSPEgllON The fulI customs inspection at the hlII-top
stati6i'TffiiGTn@nty ni.nutes and is cmpleted in an easy g,oing
nt&Yr quite different fron the entry into MerCco. Ferr persons enter Guatemala
at this point and the nunrber of customs officials ls nori than mpIe. Sme
guide books nention a requirement that a d.eposit nust be mad,e on the car to in-
sure that it lri1l later be taken out of Guatemala or duty pald. Apparently the
rule is not being enforced since no such requlrernent is indicatea LL tfre Custons
i!ouse.

THE R0AD AI{EAD After leaving the Custqns House the flrst sight of the
'rhighil6n@ Effi6 fears for the worst-the road, seems no more tian a country
lalle rith grass gro';ring in the center. The route at some points is rougher and
steeper, but at least is w'ider and there is no grass growing in the center.

nAl,L ,'iEATilm, HfCII,TAI" 0n nany of thd steeper clinbing turns, smaI1 cobble.-:--stones-havffiough gravet is however- the more usual and dust is
frequently more than an inch deep. The dust is only noderately bothersme and
rnentioned to indicate what conditions can be assumed during the rainy season.
The Guatemalan sect,ion of the Pan-Anerican Highway is designated by many U. S.
and Central Arnerican authori.ties as being ttall weathertr. However if the inches
deep dust and broken rock above the nany steep excavatlons are eonsidered, the
highway in Guatemala eannot properly be described as ilaII weathertr. The route
could probably be driven during the rainy season, but many delays and extra
hazards would be assumed.

HIGLI ALTITUDE i,lor:ntain dri.ving lies ahead for the entire trip to
iirrateffirffittitudesof85oo-Ieetareusua1rriththemaxjmrrmofabout
I2000-feet.

I

I

27



I
t
I

* *"e,}ffi#t<

THE AACH OF h:A}trY COLORED TIIES AT TI{E E}ITAAi*CE TO CI{ICHICAS.TEI{AIi 'S,
GIJAIEITiALII,

28



I0U!BE 94IE In Gratemala there seems ltttle of the petty thievery 60
connoffi-Meffi and one can feel reasonably free to leavl an auto unguard,ed.
Even the fndians tnrdging along the mountain roads lrith their heavy loads
of produe e ri1} frequently snrile and wave .

P0IJCE The poliee are quite courteous, but after the first few tries it
nay sEeffist to Lvoid then *tten requestiag road information in the snaller
tonns and along the highway. Stopping to nake a gimcle request for road in-
fo:mation vriIl also bring i requelt fion the Guatenalan.op. He niII take out
a notebook and ask you to write down your name then he will talce a few more
ninutes walking around the car nriting down the lieense number or anything else
that strikes his interest.

SEC0I{D CftY Quetzaltenango, the second largest city of Guateuoala is the
next iffi-E'tolflfrng point, The-rrotets are ,the Reereo and. Europeo.

The office of the British Consul is i-m,nediate1y to the right as one enters
the main square. fnformati-on about hotels and travel matters is courteously
given.

SHOPS The street along the side of the British Consulate, extending out
aL a ffiif angle fron the squar", is one of the nain c.ross streets of theeity and the location of several shops of inlerest to the motorist.

In the first block out from the square there is a well stocked, auto supply
store, there are grocery stores several blocks beyond, the post office
(Corrnunieions Office) is in the fifth block and. the Wiissenberg Crarage is locat-
ed in the eighth block.

UARKET 'Ihe market of Quetzaltenango is just off the main sguare and rrueIl
worthffiit.Thursdayistheprincipa1nar[etday.Themarketat
Chichicastenango l:s more colorfirl and. the narket at Guatemala City is larger,
but it seems that blankets, Iroven articles and native custoned dolls can be
bought at lower prices at Quetzaltenango. The blanl<et sellers are also morewilling to bargain.

LEAVING IE q$T To leave Quetzaltenango on Ruta 11, a left turn is
nadeffi]r6Taii.Tquare.Continuingonnita6tauouiit,'.""b1ocksbeyond'

this turn there are several gasoline statj.ons. The price is $.h5(U.S.) per
gal1on as eompared to $.52 per gaIlon further ahead at Solo1a and at Panajachel.

CI{ICHICASIENANGO ff only one trlp is made from the main hJ.ghway in
ouateffihoice sirould ue bnichlcastenango.

A turn from Ruta /t'\ may be made at Totonieapan thenee to nChiehin. The
return trip to Ruta #1 ean be made over another route through f,os Encuentroso
This trip off the nain highway j.s not difficult, however it is Guatemalan
nrountain drirring at lts extreme.

The nlore dusty, nore mountainous drive to visit Chichicastenango is
especially T eII repaid if nade on the narket d.ays of Sunday or Thursday,
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II{DIAN UABKET To see the native narket in all lts color and activlty the
ds1tffiebynoonofthenarketday.Fyear1yafternoontherndians
have begu to pack their wanes for the trek back to their homes.

Uarket is held in the open in the main square.. The array of Indlans sell-
lng fam produce is in the center. l[any spend as long as three da].s walking to
toun carrying heavy Ioads.

The lndoor shops selling blanketS, doIIs, carved wood nasks and other
artj.cles of interest to tourtsts border the sguare. These,tourist shops ane
open e'11 day every day.

NATIVE DOr.Ts Sme buying rrill be done in all events, but prlces for most
articfEillTeffiasonabJ-y rtgt . Ttre standard prtce for nirat seem to be
blankets of fair quallty ls about $10. (U.S.) . The qhops do however offer
€rn excellent selection of doIls at reasonable prices. The dolls are costuned
j,n accurate replicas of natlve diess. ltrost are attaehed to sma11 stands, those
standing about eight inches hlgh'cost $.?5 (U.S.)l rrlth other slzes priced
accordingly.

CARVED lrASfS Connonly seen tn the shops at Chichicastenango, but seldon
soIdffithecarvedrood,mAskg.Theshopsarorrnd'the-sqrrarehavea
few of the tlpes, the cost-Lg about 12.00 (U.S.). For those lnterested ln the
unusual designs, a ten nlnute ralk out to the shop of a roodcarrerrilI be worth-
while. Any of the touriet shops arorrnd the Bclualae rilI send a IlttIe youngster
',rith you to dtrect' you out to ifre shop of a roodiarver. In splte of tire walk
the prlce out at the shop remains tlre salne as at ttre narket. The deslgns range
from the religlous to the gr0tesque, but an$ one of then rorn'at a nasguerade
party on return hone ought to nake the rearer the center of attnaction.

HOIEI, Ihe l[ayan lrm, probably the best appolnted and nost colorful hotel
of OuEffita ls located af, Cfrfchtclsten€mgo. Ai"onodations are the beSt. ff
arl overnight stay is planned inqqtry should be made irr advance regarding r€s-
er:rrations. Dining roon senrlce is available though one is not Eux overnight
guest. The food is excellent ard seeing the decoratlve dining room and fndian
waiters in full natLve costume 1s in ltse1f aLnost rorth the prLce of the meal.

LAJG ATITI4N If 'rooms are not availabLe at the Mayan Irur it should be
possiEl6-tETf,fin accmodatlons at the lBtona Hote]- at Solo1a. From So1ola
a steep seven nile descent Ls made to Panajachel on Iake Atltlan. There are
two fine hotels at this la}ce resort, Casa Contenta and Hote1 Tzanjuju. There
is also a smaller hotel The Monterrey. Hotel TzanJuJu and Hotel l[onterrey are
on the lalce shore. Caoa Contenta ivhile not on the lake has a prlvate beach
several blocks distant. This hbtel is rrrell named and pleases the most dlscri-n^
inating. A nari:aba band pLays in the *ining room during the evening dlnner hour.

Thls lake resort town of PanaJaehel offers a pleasant overnlght stopping
point after a trip to the market'ai CtrtchicastenanLo. Ar interes[ing day nay
be spent there and a boat trip taken to visit the rrlIlages around Lake Atitlari.
Boat trips can be amanged at Hotel TzanJuju. For partles the charge is $1.50
(U.S.) per person. There are sometj:nes iudden strong rrinds on the fafe in the
afternoon, morning trips are considered more adttsable.
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fiIAXEIIAIA CIIT AHEIAD Th€ 109 kiloneters frm PanaJachel to Guatemala Clty
rrill at abogt the ntdpoint there are several kiloneters
of almost Level trighray. OtherrrLse frory PanaJachel on, the route is as usuaL
extreuely nountainous

.lpproxinately twenty ki3-ometers frm the capital the trlghray beglns the
long degcent arrd at one polnt there Ls an excellsrt vler of Guatenala Clty,
nLles ahead on the plaln belor.
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CIIAPTEB \jltl

qIAMT,IAI.A CTIY,AI{D TI{E RCUlts TO THE MNDEN OF Et SAf,VADOR

EIIEruNO THE CIIT The entrance of Buta #1 into the clty gLves a diaappoint-
ing f_iE[@r:'eE:.6ffif tbe capital of ,Guateuii-a, but ms not-b6rne out by llter
e:perlence.

0RIENTITIOI POI!{T ls an orLentation aid for later Ioca1 trlp s take note of
the fiFs:f,:[iFilE-ralIl-po]l.cemen Been olr entering the city proper. They dLrect
traffic at trc i-ntersectlons ebout I50 fdet apart.

It this polnt of converging 'streets the highf,eys to Antlgua, San Jose and
Iake Alstltlan leave the city.

![488@ STREEIIi The straets a€eu narrou coupared to those of llExlco Clty
ana tEil6i]afiE-Fol:.cenen rtro do ebouilface .ndei ttreir umbrellas at the jntlr-
sdctions are sonethat benlldering at first. The usual reactlon thorgh ls one of
reLief after the first alay and the signals gai.rr rneanlhg--at least there are only
three nbLi.rrdr corners flon lrhich another car carr approabh and not at ary poht
of the coryass as on the qaty plaza-traffic clrcles of lte:dco Clty.

84I'$-C REGIIIATIOIS. The key to drivlng ln (irstetraJ.a Clty is bearing i"rr
nina EEf,?t EtffiEi-ons the directions glven by traffic poii"eran usuilIy'appIy to an lndLridual auto. ?raffic is not heavy ard lt does. not nove ir a
strean. A singJ.e'hand signal fron a trcopn does not apply to a line of vehlcles,
as in the Uuited States.

The customary hand signals used by lmerlcan Eotorists--Fith J.eft a:u rp
raised for a rlght tum and left arm lorvered for a left turn, are alrays re-
quired for turns uade et an intersection rhere'a policaan is dl.rccti.rrg traffic.

Traffic aoves ahead across €ln interoectio[ rtren the policeuan Ls directly
facing the drlver oi ts facCd directly atray fro[. the driver. flhile it is per-
nissible to cross an lntersectlon rhen the pollcernan has his back to the !otor--
i.st, the.safest procedure for the reek-fui-Guet.npl a-tourist-driver is to approach
the intersection sIou1y, tip the horn 1ightJ.y, rait until thd policanan dols an
about-face, then contlnue ahead. The policeman rlJ-l usualLy signal rith his
rhlstle to ln&ate all is cLear.

TI{E nVIArr When a l-eft turn is to be uade, approach the i.ntersectl.on rdth
the sffiallt-f your left arm lo.rered, ralt untii tire pollcenan faces you, sounds
hls rhistle and raises his arn pol.nitng to the 1eft. Thls Is ko.olm as gettilg
the iviar.

.If you approach an intersection, rant to na}<e a right or left turn, no
traffic is passing and the policen4n does not look your ray sourd the hora

$ .-
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lightIy. Its not an insult to use the horn to get the rrgsprsn attentlon so that
he ui1I give the trvistt for a turn.

Eight turns are oot uaoe rrrtnout getting tJre nvian. Approach the lnter-
,ection'rlth usual up-rais€d 4m signal and neke the turn ryhen the police-
iuan gives the nvlat by polntlng to the right.

l{any of the streets of the capital atre one-uey, but uruarked. The Darker
runa Viat neans one ray street. nDos Vlat Eeans tro-ray street.

LIGtnS OUl Casualties nust be heavy, but the rrJ.e ls enforced and orJ.y
partclilTfghFnay be used for nJ. ght ddr"flg ln the clty. Thls neans that
even the nlorner bda.ur headlights-uay not-be used. the untnltleted tourlst drlver
out for the first tiae ln the city at nlght and approaching a trafflc policeman
',rith headlights on ivill be treated to a strean of Spanish lnvectlve.

It nust be ari told Spanish custcmn, but even on the highway after dusk ears
1111" speed past rithout l|ghts. Though not n'ithstanding this custon the best
course sti11 seens to be to take a chance on a barai.nE out and use headllghts on
the higluray--dusk or dark.

IOUEIST BUREAU 0n entering Ouaternala City a rise first stop 1s at the
NatioiE[EriGEEreau, Av. 6r. Sur 1J. thls bursau ls an agency of t]rc govern-
nent and -lri}l courteously provLde ful1 fuforuatlon on about aay subject connect-
ed with your .stay ln (hrateinela. Ihe staff is adequate and dny nember nil-l be
quite -nilling to take whatever tine ls needed to advise you and help solve your
probleus. ?he director in charge ls Senor Franci.sco Valdez, who ls raost cordial.

H0IEIS If ftrst class hotel reservations are desired Lts aLuost necessar;r to
nake TEEEserrrati.ons well in advance. fhe large hotels are cro*cled duriag uolt
nonths anC pr{.ces are higher fdr coryarable !o@s ttrarr in the U. S. Seeningly
there are no hotels sinilar to the snaller and nore noderate price type found in
Anerican citles.

PPEIGiIONS n For those deslring Dore econonical roons, nany of the nunsrous
pensioiffiIif'be found qulte satisiactory. tr{anlr ar€ clean and- serve well pre-
pared neal-s, horrever the tourlst need not ereect hotel type service in these
establishnents. In penslons the rates for roon and neals range fron ab out $L.50
(U.S. ) ana up.

BAIIER PA3IING Few tourists have uade the trlp to Guateoala .,yith house
trailE?iEild f,Effir,e no regular trailer parks. Thire are horever severeL
garages havinl enclosed patios, ,r'here trailer parking nay be aranged. A satis-
factory parkl-ng place for one or two trailers iE the (i€rage Almacenes, Av. !,
Sur 30. The gara;e ls Located only one block fron the Lux Theatre and is ln the
center of the city. Parktng space is in a.patio, there Is a 'rratclman on duty at
night, electricity is available, there is ;vater but rrith no connection for atrailer. There is no nashrom.. ?he parkin; charge is t.25 (U.S.) per day.
The uatclman-attendant does not speak English, however a cabinet naker .rith a
shop in the patio does speak Engllsh end-vriII help in mak5.ng arrangements for
parking.

Radio messages to the United States may be sent in
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English from the Tropical Radio Telegraph Coupany, L2 Ca1le Orlente, No. 1-8.

LAIIIIDRI A![D DBI Cr^traI{INO Though not reasonable in price there is good
3-aay g senrice ln Guatemal,a Clty. The charge for
shirts is' $.20 (U.S.), and other prices are in proportion.

The San Antonio Laundry i-s probahly the best. Its agency in the dom-
torrn district is in the gift anil souyenir shop at LZ CaI1; Poniente, entre ,5
a y 6a Avs. The number of pieces in the Lar:ndry bundle riII be carefully count-
ed in the store and a duplicate of the larrndry list tssued as clai-n check. You
can expect to have returned the number of pieces sent.

TII(E AND NEIISIIEEK In the s€ure section of the eity as the Laundry agency
there_iFa-5-ooE@tock1ngmostofthe1eadingU.S.nagazj.nesinc1udingthe
Iatin-Anerican airnail editions of ti-ne and Newsvreek. The shop is The 'GeneraL

Agency of Foreign Publications, LZ Calle Poniente, No. 1-E, Apartado Bh.

SOIIIENIRS Souveni.r shops second orrly to those of Mexico City, in nrnber
arrd vffiFEe found. on thq main avenues. Sl1ver ryork and hand woven tertiles
predoninate, but again articles of handicraft are relatively expensive. If
all souvenirs are considered of slight utillty and only the unusual ls sought,
the most novel articles are the colorful and artlstically made Guatemalan dolls.
TI:ey are made in all sizes and the ,va:dety of the costumes in which they ard
decorated seems only Ij-nited by thri variation in the costumes worlr by the
fndlans' themselves .

These do11s are sold i-n man;,r shops throughout the city. A .snall shop
near the new marlcet piace has one of the best selectiorrs o This shop is the
Tiziguan Tinamit, Mercado Del Sur #1 -.?ienda #7 y 29t de Jacj.nto Escott C.
The larger size, about twelve inches high, costs from $.60 to $.?5 (U.S.).

RESTAIIBAI{TS fn the hote}s gnd better restarrrants one can e:cpect to pay
$1.50TfrS)E the noon or evenlng meaI. Those d.esiring the best rest-
aurant and one urlth color will like the EI Patio. fts located at Calljon de
Luna #6 (near the Pa1aee Hote1). The meals are good and the waitresses are
barefooted. The Mayan is also a good restaurant and is located nearby.

UOI{EY EIC]IANCE The Guatemalan monetary unit ls the nquetzalil. It l-s
excha@-f6ffiEEU. S. do11ar vrithout charge. One doIlar is equal to one
quetzal. Travelers ehegues are readily accepted at all but the smallest shops.

Pesos camied from Mexico can be exchanged for Guatemalan money at the
Moneda Fraccionari., Eatrco Central de Guatemala, Ca1le g t #LO (a few doors
fron the corner of Ca1le 9 and Avenlda J). Mexlcan coins are not accepted for
exctiartge.

Tlm QUETZA,L AICI TIt[ ?'QIIETZAL'T Those coni.ng to the Moneda Fraccionari to
exchange pesos orEsTiTrafreEiE--ctreques can seitle money matters and perhaps
also ansi'rer a question about;rhich theytys become curious--ttwhat is a quetzal
'.'rhen t}:e tena doesnl t apply to money?,, . The unit of money is narued for the
bird uhich is the national emblem of Ouatemala. Aceording to legend the
quetzal rd11 not sunrive in capti-vity and is knovrn as the bird of liberty. The

.\
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ph.urage of the quetzal is brlI1iant, the upper parts and throat are greenj.sh
and the under parts crlmson. Seei.ng'thls plumage of bright iridescent colorsit is easy to understand hor the blrd c€ure to be regard,ea as the synbol of
detty bl the ancient LIayas and AztBCS. There is an tnterestlng stuffed quetzal
Ln the naln lobby of the Banco Central de Gnatemala, ln the sa,rle bulldlng and
Just arorrnd the conrer from the Moneda Fraccionari.

U. S. CONSUL Th€ office of the Consrrl General
Avenld-a 5, .ffi[E. Its a convenlent matl add,ress if
are uncertaln, though little effective assistance of
pected.

of the U. S. A. is at
advance hotel reseryations
any. other kind ean be ex-

SIGIIISEEING GuaternaLa City offers the most conveni.ent center for stay if
trips-Ei'1ffi'ffi[E ana other pkcls off the higlrway are pIanned,.

Probably the least time eonsrmtng way to see the places of interest in the
city proper is by Clarkt s Tours or Guaternala Tours. Though the auto tourist
provided rEith a copy of the Ner lTorld Guldes to the Latin American Eepublies or
thg For:r Keys to Guatemala, ,q11 find ilself-conductedft tours to Anttfua and
other nore dlstant polnts of interest a quite satisfaetory and,, far rrore ecor-
mical nethod of sightseeing.

ta}<e Anatitlan ls less' thar-r an hourt s drive fron Guatenala City and a
pleasant place for a Saturday or Sunday excursion. Anatitlan is the favorite
reek-end resort for the capital, there ls sailing, motor boating and. excellent
srrlmnlng. h{any beautlful chalets border t}re ,yesterr} end of the lake as one
approaches just off Buta #3. A gravel road borders the lake. . This drive-riII
be dusty, 'but an interesting trip considering the view of the lalce it afford.s
and the many flne,plantations. ft is the.fortrrnate visitor to Guaternala'nho
somehor durlng his stay recel-ves an invitation to visit at one of these pictur-
esquely beautiful rtfincasn. The prlncipal crops €rre sugar cane and coffee.

PETEN The Peten area of Guatenala provides an opportr:nity for off -the
beatefrEek adventuring. Trave1 to ths villages of tirfs Sungie-chicle-coffee
sectj.on is only by. planes of Avlateca Airllne. Aviatecp uses a couple of
Douglas DC-2rsr C-h7ts and a-Ione Ford tri-rnotor, operating nainly ior the
trade in chlcle. Supplie_s are brought in to the nany rernote rillages, the
tons of burlap covered bales of chlcl.e brought out are marked,, rltrigl}y Co.,
Chicago'r.

Airline tiekets are bought and resenrations nade at the Guatemala CityAirport. The first stop is at Flores, about an hour flytng tjme out of
Guatemala City. The torvn is located on a srnalI island and the sod airstrip
Ls on the lake shore. The fare for this air-adventuring is not cheap, rl,-ith
the tieket for thls flrst hop costlng $16.00 (U. S.), but perhaps for-tfre
second tine on the torrr economy is flaunted'rrithout later regret.

There is a slight excuse for a hotel at Flores which caters rnainty to
the chicleros, the rugged feIlo'.vs uho go out into the jgngle to gather thechicle. AD overnight stay and a tramp around the next-day ought to be in-
teresting, but is only for the most adaptabl,e.
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At later stops on the routs tho p1atre8 land on ttre grass strtps at
vltlages that eraouat to llttle nore ttraa a acattqri.ug of thatched dobe hute.

. Ttre seats ln the plane are removed at. ELores and fr@ ther€ on the
traveler ntrile not havlng to coBtend rittr fellor tourlsts 1I.i11 have soe ccEr-
petltion frm live ptgs and cbtclcrs and flnaI1y havi to t*e tbo 3.east luupy
block of chlcle for a seat.

TIGEB HUNTING Excerpt perhaps for the scientifle eryedltlonlsts golng 1n-
to ttrii-areZi-to cotlect rild turkeys, blrds or stiray trre Uey. alr rulns, Peten
Irill inter€st thb averagq Eoderete adventurer as a place to hunt nEI Tigren.
ftre gae 1g nore accurately th6 Jaguar, also knoxn es t&E Anerlcan tiger, but
ln any event ls a large cat rlth enough flght to lnterest any sportsan.

Peten Is a resdily accesslble plece for a reasonably econolcal big
game hunt rlthout e1l- the J-upedimenta of a safatt. The governnent is encourag-
ln settleuent at tbg viUage of Popirur. S@e frane goyerraent bulldlngs have
been constncted there, and presunably perrlaeion n5.eht be cbtalned to stdy
for a ferr days of huntlng.

Th6 best hunting ls horeyer done ln the savannas around Santa Trlblo.
Anyone go5.ng t'bere should kror ln advance that he ls really on his onn. There
are alout six dobe thatched huts along the grass elrstrip where the Aviateca
planes land and thebe huts rake up ttre torn. 0ther than canplng out, the only
other posslblltty rould be gettlng advance petmlsston fro the aLrllne offLce
i.n GuateoaLa City to srlng a hmnock ln the fretglt ghed.

Accordlng to reports the best tLne for ttrls hunting ls at the end of the
raLry season, in earlly Septenber. though Judelng flcn ,he nunber bf skl.ns one
sees tled around the baggage of the chlclero passengers on theairplaae, the
hrurtlng ehould be alrlght anyttne except during the.rainy season.

Ther:E are no Engjllsh spealclng .persona la tlrese onall villages of Peten ard
a horJ.edge of Spanlsh or an lnterpreter vould alnost be a necessity.

In thelr blg gme buntLag the lndians use loives, shotguns and .22 rlfleo,
since bigh porrered rLfleg are seldo nadE avaJ.lable, though certainly preferdle.
l{ost of the huntlng Le done at nlght, and about the onfy equiprent needed other
than a rlfl.e rould be sel'eraL porerl\rI electrlc spotlights.

It seens that nuch horse back rldlrrg or ralklng ls not aecessar;r on these
huats. The firstrpllots of AvLateca Alrllne are Anericgns and they te11 the
story of one of theLr oeobers ntro did sooe huntiag on a day off. The pllot
reut out on horseback, returnlng sors Ln the usual places rlthout seeing any
gane, onLy to be told that nEI Ttgren had been ln the vIIIage that night.

tr'or those only traveling through Peteu, Jaguar sklns are for sale for
frm $5.00 to $1o.oo (u. s.1.

Persons p$nntng to hunt riLl need'to spply to the local GuatenaLan
Congul in the U. S. for pemissloa to br{.ng fLrearas into the countrT. Eigh
porered lifles are not available in Guataala.
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EUTNS AT THE OLD CAPTTAI 0F ;UATE},,1ALA, I{01ri KNOJIT\I AS
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TITRIIII{G !l@ Those notor{.sts not planrdag to drtve. firrth3r south than
Aateffiffittilana also not nishing to drtve bick to f,at€do, have the alterrra-
tive of selling their auto and returning to the United States by airlirp.

Due to the high ocedr shipptng rates; and post-rar demand for autcuobiles
Ln (hrateuala, a cat crm usudly be sold J.oca1ly for scneriat [ore than it rould
brtng in the U. S. In Eddltlon tlre cost of the retum freight wouLd be ,eaved.
Autoobiles ua5r horever be shipped to llev Orlears or Nerr Iork fro tha
Qlatenalan easi coaEt port of i{erto ilarrios. The ocean freight chareg is.$.3?t
per cubLc foot and there are addltLonal niscellaneous costs. There ls no pass-
abl.e road to Pnerto Barrios and ralJ-road slrlpn€nt to that poltlt ls raquired. the
ral]roaa fr€ight charge fro.Gua$e@pra Ctty io Puerto S"Jrrio" is $10O. (U:S.).

Ihere ie a passable hig[ray to San Jose on ttre Paclfic. Fron this port
Ehipment is by Crace Ilne to Los lngelee, Ca11fofi1a. The ocean fretght cberg€
for a !€dirrm sLze. car is approxi.uately t250. (q.S.), rlth an addltional ten
percent ligbter charEe. On sone of thelr shlps tJre Grace L.ine riII eccept
passengers rho Eay rish to accmpaDlr thelr auto Ln eblpent, but 1t is dtfftcult
to determlne in advance lf passenger space rI11 be available.

'In studyjag a nap of Ce[tra]. lnerlca lt DAy see@ that the e?sy solutLon
to the probleo of returaing an auto rould be shipping frce Sa,n Jose to lcepulco,
lGxico. Ihe Ldea belng |o avoid the dlfflcu].t cuatle8alan uountaln drivlng ad
the patience exlrausting raiLroad shipdnt through southern tGd.co. This ideal
arra.ngeneat is not possible at present though slnce there are no trary at€a[ers
calling reguJ.arly et San Jose and the Grace Line ships do not stq: at ports in
fexico.

IIIGHIIAI INI'OI?I6A1fON A long te:m constnrction progre is in progr€as for
lryroiftEi:E-oIfi-e E$-ray frm-the cap5.tal to the borrier of EI Salvedor and
inquiry about current road conditions is advised sornerhat in advance of depart-
ure frm Oreteeala City.

Ihe otherwlse helpful National Tourist Bureau has lfulted inforuatLon
about even the Guateuralan section of the Pan-Anerican Eiglmay. fi:rther sout'lt,
and none about road.conditlons in E"[ Sa1vador. So for those nishlng to !nc'r
about vrhat condLtLons nay be opected a.head it is suggested that a ca].l be nade
at the office of the two U. S. highnay engineers s6r'\ring the Grate@a1en govertr-
ment. this advance road ilforaation tray be obtal,ned froa Ur. Pal-ner and L'{!.
Krichesky. The road infomation they can sqrply is the only really eccurate
Eoprce of infotEation ln Gratenela rega^nding h:tghray conditions th€re and ln
EI Salvador.

If road m:rps are avallab1e these englneers ri11 lnow the soutre. They
nay also have spale copJ.es of the naps used by their office.

The EecretarLes ln thls office spealr English and a phone cr'Il in advaace
riI1 eave tLue, sj-nce ltrr. Palner and !trr. Kricheslry are frequently out of the
office supervising constnrctioa. Tte telephone nunber is 2O-38.

?he office oJ these engineers is ln the builcting uarked Edificlo #?, and
lt has a large sign over the entrance, Direccion General- de Carinos, alrd
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is on the E4osltion Grounds. To locate the building, drive to the orient-
atlon point nentloned earLLer la the chqter (the tro nearby policesren, seen
as one enters the city). Avenlda Ferrocan il. begiae at this naLn intersectlon(its ttre avenu€ parallellng the rallroad tracks). Drlve donn tlris avenue abort
tuo niles and tufii rlght at the entrance to the E:posltlon Grounds. After thls
ri.ght turn follor the street through the fuosition Grorrnds for about one and
one-half n5.1es, the large bulldJ'ng, DireccioD General de Caruinos, ls ou the left.

CQNSUL OI' EL SAI-IOR In Guatemala City the ConsuJ.ate of EI Salvador ls at
? cali-e, fon-ienE #?]-ffi consulste is .enotler suggested stop to aakb pr.!.or to
beginning the trlp to E1 Salvador.

Even though a vlea or tourlst permit lay have been obtained at a. prevlou!
place a re-check here ls suggested. Ihtle it nay be folrd that other Datters
concernlng crosslags at the varlous boral€rs are not strictly elrforced, the
othervise inactlve custous officiels are regula:r nblrri dogan nherE ttre soallest
defects ln vlsas and tourist pe:nlts ere'to be fouad. Ttrey give particular
attention to the varLable erglratlon dates, ttrerefore a re-exatBnatiorl /of pass-
port or tourLst pimtt ts alrratrre advisable before leaving one capr.tal for the
borrler of the country to be entered next.

Ihose carrSring a U- S. passport will flnd a rtranslton yisa the uoet
desirable type to have for trarel ard possible stay of a fer dsys iD EL
Salvador. A tttransLtot vlsa for EI SaLvador costs $1.0O (U. S.). It uust be
used wlthin flfUeen days and ls valLd for elght days afLer entellng the canatry.

mItDEB STATfOIG' fhe borrler of El Salvador is 15? kiloreters frm
Omtffa Cifrffig s€ctions of this blglnray have been relocated to elLninate
sheflo tums - There ls sti1I conslderable gravel ard th6.uwa1 dust, but the
drive is easy cmpared to the I teep inclLnes and hai rpln tlrflrs of the route co-
ing into San }iarcos.

The Guatenalan border LnspectLon statLon is q>en frou B ALI to 12 troon and in
the afternoon until 6 PM, on rr€ek deys. Closlng tLee ls 12 noon on Saturdayg
nlth reopening on lionday nornLng.

Durlng the neek-end and after regular houra, passage can usually be obtained
on palro.ent of an ertra charge of $.50 (U, S.) per persou.

the ordinarT Guateualan odt lnspection is routine and takes onLy a fer
ninutes. r'rEth fer autos and buses on the road no raiting need be eryected. A1I
consj.dered the officials are less officious, and less tine ie requl.red than the
tnspection requJ.rcd by sme of our.'orn: rvestern .States.

\
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CHAPIER VIII

FROM THE BONDEB OF EL SAIVADOR TO SAN SALVADOB

PAYED IlrelrlYAr rhe vler ah€ad i.nto EI saivador tbrough the elaborate border
entraaG-6riiE-Effis e mlrage--the road beyond appears to 5e, but actuarly is a
paved highway. seldon n11L a traveLer leave colorfirl Guetemala rritholt regr€t,
but- after nany a dusty Dile of rough driving, rrgret Is smerhat teryered by '
antlclpation of the smooth, though less piciuresque travellng ln Er Sa1vadoi.

Pt SII,V{DOR EORDER ]ISSPECTI0N Accoritlng to e custcms offlcLal, the E[
s€iJ.vador botter statlon ls open seven days a reek, at all hours excspt noon.
There ls not spposed to be an extra charge for b6 der passage et odi horrs.

At sme lnspectlon stations, though not necessarlly at this one, uaauthor-
ized charges are nade for cuatces inspectlons after the hours of the- usual buslnesgday. To leam if extra charges are Jctually due, a receipt can be requested.
Such a request can be opected to ell-Binate- an uiaoe ex."'tton

The EI Salvador entry ls also accmpllshed rithout dElay. lt the entrry
station, passporU ard rrisa are the credentlaLs nequested.

PoIJCE ILEGISIRI|TIOII police registratlon is rEquired rlt]rln. forty-eigtrthoursffi EiiIffieaFe count4r. Travelers rho ,,ijr reach the c4rtil ratuta
the forty-eight hour Ll-ntt are opected to IegLster at that prace. rhis regibtrat-
ion is carried out at the centrel office of rmlgratlon, 6a 

-catte orienb a;d ga

1""$ai Sur, San galvador. At the botder inspection st;tlon a notice prd.nted in
Engllsh and dl.rectlng regtstratlon at ttre above addrsss J.s given.

- - on entering El salvador aod Later ln Nlcaragua lt rirr be noticed that the
poIlce procedures ln additlon to regurar passport reguiraents have becoe more
strlngent and bothersqre. The firsi reactlon is to be ciitlcal of the courtriesthat lnrrlte the tourist trade and then uake travar dlfficult. lfuch can ue saldfor this v5.ew, however these governnenls ire not irring to bother ordinary non-
troublesone tourists, but rlth probleni of internar etau tty eriating, tourists
Just becone victi.ns of circunstance. rt ronr t oake the varl6us delaSrs-'easier to
acceft, but it wiII be seen that tour{.sts ere not diecrLninated. agalirst yhen lt is
noticed that porice regulations are nole severely applled by the Iountrles totheir orn nationalE.

SECIIID rlslEcrr0il leavi.ng the border statlon an. offleiar rl11 give Lnstnrct-
lons fiFpanistr--Tnii?Etch the irord trcandela:rlar nir[ be emFbasized. -?his all r""rrs
that the town of candeLarta ls ten kilmeters beyond and ai that polnt a stop i.s
also required. ?his stop ls for baggage lnspection and recordinj of extra eiuJ.p-
ment and spare tires. The Etatlon is srpposLd to be olren at all-hours, as a{ the
border.
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HAIfiNG A ToUn 0F THE MAYAN FUINS AT SAN AItrDRTIAS, 0N ?IiE IIIGI{I?AY 11'}.:An,

SAN S/ILVADOR, ,"tTTI TTIE DISCO\EIEF., DR. T0;{AS JIrrEIllEZ, DIIiECT0R OF TI{E

i{ATfOlIAl ii.USEUIii 0F EL SAIVADOR. '
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A stop of about thlrty nLnutes can be e:eected while the descrlption of the
car, tire serial nunbers, and llst of extra equipEent is taken. The autoist is
g5.ven a copy of the typed forn and r11] be required to present i! at the exit
inspectlon station at the EI Salvador-Honduras border.

The drive fron the border Lo San Salvador i6 eaay, the irrclines are noderate
and the naxinurr altltude reached lE somerhat over one thousand feet.

SECOT\ID CITI Saota Ara, the second city of EI Salvador is tTenty kiloBeters
fron TEiS-UordE nre leading hoteL is fhe Florlda. ft ls eatlefactory, but
sonerhat Less than rhat rould be i:<pected in a city of this sLze.

The nrost llkely overnight parking for a trailer is directJ.y in front of the
![nuicipal Palace. Parking ls pemltted there, thoug.h an erplanatlon. to the
nearest polLcenan is'advisabLe.

AUIO PARIS S?0RE There is an exceptionally weIL stocked auto parts store in
the cifr TE-Eof6fitrcEntee lfotor'Corpany, there Ls a serrrLce deparfunent i.a
connection. the address ib, Avenida Independencia and 5a Ca11e PonLanta.

I"AtrE BESOEI Icke Coatepeque, one of the favorite relorts of El Salvador and
one pE[-nc$ffi-wlslted on neek-eirds, is ].ocated about ten miles frm Santa Ane.
The lake is easlly reachEd fror the Pan.Anerlcan lltghray. Drlv{rlg frm Saata Ana
to San Salvador a right turn is aade on to a branch road at the ntrite stone 51
kilcneter narker. The lake Is five nlles frora the point of naking this right turn.

Hote1 deL Eago, directly on the'Iake is very satisfaetorT, though not in the
BaIItIer of Casa Contenta on LaI<e AtltLan. ?here is srlming fro the hotel pier.
Advance Beservation is ouggested if a vlsit Ls to be nade on Saturday or Sunday.

ENTERING THE CAPITAI The entrlr to gan Salvador is pleasant as one approaches
the citffiong-AveElili-fr-oosevelt, a re11 landscaped parkray lined rith ma.ny of
the capitalt s flnest honea.

g. S. CoNSUf, Along Avenlda Roosevelt, near€r the center of the city, and on
ttre fe ttns-TEe-'-Eospital BenJanin B1om. Those rrlshing to stop at the U.S. Einbassy
and Consulate should turn left tro bloeks beygnd the hospltal. The eubassy ls one
block ehead, on the corner, after the left turn is nade. ?he address ls CaLle
Arce and 1!a Avenida Sur.

fhe U. S. Eubassy and Consulate is a suggested first atop. ?he offices ar.e
closed on Sunday, on Saturday there is only one offlcial- on duty. The attitude
there is one of cordial assistance, without any of the stufflness found at the
U. S. Consulate j-n Gratenala Clty. Time wjJl be saved if infornation about police
registration is obtained .frm the consulate. House trailera are a rarity ln E1
Salvador and it nay be'neeessar;r for non$panish spealcing touristg to have one of
the consul-ar officials call the Central Po1ice office about the natter. In.

. addition to registration of the trailer a special polLce perrnit nust be secured
if the traiLer is to be parked overalght on a public street.

l,{AIl ADDnESS For an advance mail address the U. S. consulate is again
sug1eEfr6?l fEFEEls city (see address in prerious paragraph). .ihen having nail
sent io one of the U. S. Consulates its helpful to have the envelopes additionally
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Darked, {Please Eotd for U. S. fouistn.

mll'fltG SEqEATIgE The systen of traffic slgnals varies onJ.y slightJ.y frcm
Guatffia--eitt-EE;Elference being ttrat traffic -noves 

atread rrr?ren -the traffic
policeoan is standing l-n a posS.tion so that his right or left side ls facing ttte
approaching notorlst. Drivers are requlred to use hend signa].o as in (hratoala
and the poltceuan eust glve you a tund sigaal before a rlght or left turn Ls nade.
fhe horn nay be used to-get a signal to tum.

ItrgIS 0N Eeadlishts are used for night drivlng ln San Salvador so lt lsnrt
necesffi:Eo-Tepend only on parking lights as in Me:d.co City and Gr:atemala City.

BOID INFOBIIAIIOI lhere Ls aa auto c]ub ln San Sa1vador, th€ Cstrtro CuLturaL
uotoriiE:E-as-E-E[-EEFador, at 6a Ca1le orlente, fl8. Sone aisistance aay be
obtained by gpardsh speeklng tourlsts..

Ihe real source of mad infonoation ip the Publlc Roads Adoiristration, of
the Federal trorks Agency, xdtb an offlce ln the l{uevo lfundo Hote]... Thls office
ls sinilar to tbe 9n€ tn Gretenele City and is coryIetely staffed by engiaeers
frm the U. S. They have the latest inforoation about the hlgkay as far south
as Costa Rica. [o spare naps af,e available.

Hotels and even gasollne statl.ons are alnost nqr-exlstant along the route of
the Pan-lnerican l{ighray betreer\ san Salvador alld fhnaCua. Driving fr@ Sarl
Salvador to !{anagua 1a one day is a dlfficult trlp, and at least one overnlght
stq> enroute rrl1l probably be necesaae5r. Itrrough t}le kln&ress of the.uen of the
Pub1ic Roads Adqinlstratton, tourlsta have been petu;ttted to uake alr overrdght
stop and buy'gasoline at Cqall Cary, ln lJonduras. trYhile at the P. B. A. office
in San SaLvador, inquirT shonld be nade to. detemine rhether tourists nay stIlI
be accmodated at the c*qF r

cOlElIL 0F II0MI RAli In san salvador the office of the consu]. of EonduraE ls
at Baffilaa-foEE-Ffl. The usual flag and 3.arge enanel esa] rotrr t be seen over
the door, but this address LE correct. A visa can be obtained ln a fer rnlnutes.
ihere is no clnrge and photographs are not r€qulred.

CCIEIIL 0f NICIRASTA The route of the Pan-lnerlcan Hlghvray does not pass
throu!ffirdgEffiE; capital of Honduras, so those nho have not prevlously
obtained a l,Il.caraguan visa, rillL aLso n€ed to secure this visa ln San Salvador.
The fubassy and Consul"ate of Nicaragua is at ?a Avenida Sorte f[!. .No photographs
are required and a rrisd is uade out in a fen ninutes, tourlsts are i-nvited to ralt
in the pleasant patio.

IRA}],EB PARKING There are nianlr gareges in San Salvador though for sone un-
oplaffiIEaFo'i-tE-ey riI)' not reaaity accept a traiLer for terporary parking.
There ls a bus repair garage, Taller-Union, C. A. ![artine z, 2a Ca]j.e Poniente #111r,
at which a trailer reay be parked. Parklng ls uhder a canqpy in the shade, there
is electrleity, and rater is aval1aEe. A ratctman is on duty at nlght and the
front gate is locked at eleven Pl[. ?he charge is 1.50 colones per day. frailer-
ites accustoned to clean traiJ.er parks and sone connenientes vronr t tike thls
locati.on, but no better pub1lc parking place is likeIy to be found.

at P1aza Morazan is probably the cityts best. r,irc
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meals are
hotels at

good
home

and the dining room ser-vice has a pronrytness not often seen in
or abroad. There is a clean modern barber shop in the hotel.

I'[4!{E The pubLic narke! at San Salvador is so-so, even in thls tnore
tropiEilil.i-nate the fresh fruit and vegetables do not iompare we]] with those
of Guatenala. Eandiwork articles of interest to tourlsts are not renerally to be
fourd. Prot,ably the best selection of claftwork wilf be found qt ALnacen de Las
cajas de Credito Rural ( Porel La Dalia) 2 Calle 0riente #17. The purses of
',voven straw are artistically nade and secm urell worth the price of 2.5O col-ones.

SAIIKS A branch of the Bank of London & S outh Anerica is located on the
Uorazaa-Efaza (across the square from the lfuevo Hund.o Eotel).

The route of the highuay through Honouras is less than a hundred niles and
ordinary .e:qpendltures are so un1Lkely that obtalnlng l{ondural currency while in
San Salvador is not suggested. Sur?1us I{ondurah currency is difficult to exchange
outside, th.e country. Though should Honduran noney be desLred lt may be obtained
at the Ba^nco SaJ.vadoreno, also on the Plaza l[orazan, across fron the Nuevo l[ruldo.
Hotel-.

ICLSA CLAnKtt A stay in San SaLvador isntt conplete irithout a visit to rCasa

ar"rLtt]-E ffictly The Bl-ue Door. .Its on lra Avenlda Norte, n9 house number
shorvs-iut its just over a bLock frou the Nuevo Mundo HoteL. The ELue DooI is an
endeavor of the Ladies of the U. S. colony and is operated for the benefit of
loca1 charities. The ice cr'ean ls the best as are the errrings of nl,nerican
bakedr cake, pie, up-side-d.orvn cake, waffles and sandwiches. '

l|olsolIMn Gasoline is readil-y obtainable for 1.21 colones per ga11on
( auoutTS6'-lil S.). 0n leaving San Salvador there isnrt anything to do but fiIL
the tank at this price since there are few dependable gasoline sources before
reaching Managua.
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CHAPIER TX

SAN SALVADOR TO THE HOIiIDURAN . NICARAG]AN BORDER

EARIY STIRT The dlstance to Cmali CaEIr, Honduras frm San Salvador is only
225 nEFbu start as near daylight as possible ls recmended. Beyond Sarr
Uiguel the highnray is rougb gravel and the surounding cormtry barren and desolate.

LEAVING SAN S'AlvADoB the route out of Sari Salvador to the botder of llondrras
is unffiffill -F6r-6i-sEFE orientation, return to the street on rtrich the city ras
orLginaLly entered, Avinida RooseveLt. Follor thls street east as lt changes na.ue
to 2a Ca11e Poniente then changes to 2a Cel1e 0riente artd et 2a Call€ Oriente and
Il+a Avenida Norte turn left. Continue on ttris avenue r:ntil passing a large church
on'the right, turn r:ight'at ttris corner and contlnue out thii nain thoroughfare
for 1.1 miLes. At this point there is a nYr n:ittr a proainently narked rcalson
filling station in the triangle. At the nYr keep rC.ght. If the colrect turns have
been nade, the Pan lnericar Ait?ort ui1l be passed od the left at a,bout the 9
kiloneter narker. At the 10 kllcmeter oarkei a hi.ghray branches to the right
( torard the airport), continue straight, do not nake the right turn.

S.[N l{I(xlEL The highnay as far as San l[iguel is paved asphalt and the inclines
are ndE'riFThere are'no towns of consequance untlJ- san trtrrgueI is reached. No
gasoline is sold enroute and there are no auto !epaJ.! facillties.

San Miguel is at the 138 kllmeter Darker. As the city is approached a
proninent ltYtr rilf be seen ahead. There Ls a gasoline station in the tdangle.
The right ann of the rYn i5 the hlghuay leading into.San }I5.gueJ-.

Casol-ine is sold at San }ILgue1 and lt is advisable to f1I1-up there since no
sources of Eotor fuel vrill be seen before reaching Cmali Cep. There is supposed
to be an Esso dealer at San Lorenzo ard at Choluteca but the supply at these
points is uncertain.

Buying gas at San Migue1 also offers a convenient mealrs of using any refuaining
Salvadorean currency. there are no stores between thls city and the border and
there are no charges at the border nhich rould requlre Salvadorean noney.

If the station at the rIr Ls not operating tt rri1l be necessary to drive soae
distance lnto the cLty proper to buy gasolLne. To enter the city, foI1ow the right
arm of the [Yr, along the cenetetlr, then naking a ]eft turtr nea] the [ain gate.

Return over the same route to the trYtr at the approach to the city, the left
aIm of the rItr is the present route of the Pan American Highmy to the b order of
Honduras. This section of the route is locally knorn as the Carretaria Uilitar
and beyoad Sar ltlguel'the road is rough gravel.
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milEB STATIOI{S tte EI Sa}vador-Eonduras border ls at ttre 200 k!l@6ter nark6r.
Just E6lf6E ;6?o-ffrA the Ceecaron Biver br{dge a sha:p rtght turn ls nade to the
E1 Salvador border station rhere an exLt lnqpection is nade. pessports are inspect-
ed at the inmLgratlon offlce. At the offlce of po1lc€, the drivor is requit€d to
present the auto and eguipm€at description form r:,,eceived at the tj.ne of the entqr
lnspection at Candelaria. .Ilre description of the ear and presence of listed extra
equlpnent is verl.fled. Ihis border etatLm is supposed to be opetr at all hours
rrith passage given at any hour rrlthout extra charge. ltono oJ *re officia3.s speak
English.

Thls e:dt inspectioD 1s coryleted in a fer hl.nutes then out to the hlghray
again and across the brldge into Eonduras.

the Honduras border statlon ls at the opposlto end of the Gaacaron M.dge,
and the!€ too the i l1:ectlon Is ecconFltshed trlthout, delay. flre offt cial. is
pLeasantly unofflcLous.and in about flve nlnutes has co,T1etad the necessarSr
laspeqtlng and rtbber sbmping.

th€ gonduran border offl.ce ls aupposed. to be qen frm 8 .lX to 12 noon, and
2 P!i[ to 5.PU, ,Cth an extra charge for paasag€ at oitrer houre. Tlrere ig oniy one
of,flclal on duty and arrirlng. during the above h6ur'e 1.9 advised, horever the
offtcial seens to llve at the statlon end ptresunabty could be routod out after
hours for a fee.

Ihere is no license charge for ususl trensit through Eonduras, ther.e are no
other fees and no health certificate requested.

nO D I{trEmrAlIOf At the bod€r the highmy begins aa a ride, soooth hard
surfaEi[-ro7?[r-5TtEf ortunately t]ris Ls noi reirea6ntatlvB of ntrit, nay be eryected
sme distance ahead.

Fro thE border and through nost of Ilonduraa the er.ea through,rtrich tbe
hlghrray passes is the Bost barren and nost sparsely populated oflhe entire routefrm f,aredo to tr{anagua. Itrere are no reports of holdrps or nolestation of autoista,
but durlng thig travel a flie alr rith a short bar€l rourdnr t seeu excess baggage. 

-

there is a noderate eount of nountaln drlvtng la llonduras, but the lncliqes
are not slu,ry and niII not rate as nore than ngeatly rollingtt cqered to the
higlmay in (irateuala.

' ItrGHIIAI JI]NCTIOII Approrj-uetely tuenty-slx nlles frco the El Salvador-BonduragbordeiTTfh'Fffi-is naie at . tqi 3unction. Thl.s turnj.ng ptace ls narked rrdtb
a J"arge yel1or and brack slgn lettered Jlcero (ialatr. Highrev- dLstances to poiats
ahead are gj.ven. To verlfy trakirg thls turn cor.rectly, aboui fifty yards after
ryL1"9 t!t" right turn.there ls a c8ntina rlth a sigo iir large letters nPen lnertcan
Bero

SAN IORENZO The highrvay pirsses through San Iorenzo, ln the torn the routeturnsTEarpTlErt. Thi; turn- ts unnarked-and ineutry ii suggested rcgatdlng.the
route, on first entering the tona.

CEOIUItsCA The next 3.arge tonn Is Chol.uteca. In the approach a long bridge ia
crossEiflTE-pension at the -far end of the bridge seens eatisfactory for an
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overright stay. The snall Btole in connectlon sel1s U. S. blands of soft drlnks.

COIIAI,I CIIE C@all Cary, sonerrhat past the nldlolnt betneen San Salvador and
Uahagna-Tf afi'-Four r s drive Ul!,ona C frof utlca.

The cary is several hundred ya^r6s off the hlghray on the left, at the vl1J.age
of Cc@a-li. Carq) a$d butldlngS are reoiniscent of a soeLl aJ!'toy post, and soon
aftEr turning off the naln ldghragr ttre American flag can be seen flying over the
catrp entrance alld guard statioo. After the dayt 

" 
U*o" Just cmpleted the sure

haven of the canp and the flag at the entrance are as nelcme a slght to the
adventuring notoiLst as is the statu€ ln }ler Iork harbor to the ocea.n traveler.
Cmall Caup is hme and opelations base of the luerican hlghway engineers aad th6lr
frni]16e, of the PubLic Boads A&dnstration. In coqreration rlth the. govert&ent
of Honduras these engineers ane superv"ising the constructlon of the Hondurgs
section of the Pan.Anerican Highnay.

Tllth but fer tourlsts travellng thls far south on the highray, Llr. Bradshar,
Engineer ln Charge, and Tfalter ltong-bl nou make 1t posslble for noiorists to nakt
an orernlght stop enroute to !{anagua.

Several pe"sons can be accormodated in ca,blns and for mea1s. Ihere is a wash
rom. for transients, lrith hot a.nd cold shorers. Trailers nay be pa:rked at the
cary. Ihe cary ls ln the uptrands ard.the rrights are cool.

The eyening neal is sertr€d at 5:30 ru and iB reason enough for the eady Btari
frm San Salvador. Breakfast is senred at 613O AII. the cold orange Julce, safe-
ui1k, Post-Toasties, bacon and eggs ar€ soroetblng to menber.

DIEFICIILT DRfVING The nost difficuLt sectlon of the road in llonduras lieg
beuredJ--ffilil 6A:EEE border of Nlcaragua, but rith a start frm cary by about
7 lll the drive to Uaaagua can be nade by late afternoon of ihe sa,oe day. At
Irucuali Caup, [lcaragua, about forty-flve niles frm C@aIt 1t would be posslble
to stey overnj.ght Ln event of difficuJ-ty rlth the car. The caq is used by
eryLoyaes of an Arnerican ccmpany building this seeticl of the hlgbray. There are
usualLy no .lnericans at the caq), horever the enclosure is fenced and guarded and
a traller could be parked for the night.

BOHDER STA?ION The Honduras border inspeetion station ls 1? kilcmeters fron
Ccua1if.-TeiSEno umisual requirements and fotaaLities can be coupleted in
flve to ten nl.nutes.
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CHASIER I

IRO![ TI{E BONDER OF IIOI{DURAS TO I,[AT[Aq'A NICAN,A.qIA

NICMAflTAN BORDEB Enterlag Nlcaragua fr@ Hondur&s the border statlon
for pii[@ EffiEtton 1d ea Et Espino. I partlal. lnopectlon of baggage
is uade at E"L Esplno and th€t€ is a po3.lce lospection of passport ard vlsa.

It tbe Honluratr-lllcar.gqer border there is an offlclal on the Nicaraguan
glde rho speals hgllsb. He Ls Senor Carlos Arglello, B, of the Adninlstracion
de Lduare, EI Esplno, he 1111 coIre over to the llondura,n slde lf needed, to ect
as interpreter.

SEC0I'|D IR9IECTIOII At Smoto, approd.uately E hllf hout' drlve frm the
bordeFffiiire-lfifFElf oust@s lngpectloa and travelers mrgt alao report to the
}{atlonal Guard oiflco ln the eaue tour.

On dntering Sornoto, a left turn is nede off the nal.n street and around the
town square to the butldlng rith the lsrge sign Aduana. Here baggage ls lnspected
agaln and a descrlptlon of car and equlpaent le Edde out. The fom descrlbl.ng
the auto ts lsdA 1n several copi6s, one cqpy Is g!.ren to the notollst for personal
record. The orlglnal copy of the forn ls pJ.aced ln a sealed envelope Darked,
ldnlrd3traclon de Adua,nas and glven to th6 car onner for delivery to that offlce
ln Managua. ?he offlce ie a block fro tha U. S. &bassy and Cornsulat€- and'
easlJ.y.located fro that polnt.

There are no unusual requlrenents to neet at the 5.nspection gtation at Soroto.
Ifo addltbnal auto ll.cense or haaLth certlflcate is requlred. .There ls only.a starp
ta( to pay, and Lt anounts to about $.25 (U.S.) . After the inspectlon-a.nd custons
foms have been conpleted at the Aduana of*lce another fo:m LE given to travelers,
this ls to be delivered to the t{atlonal Srard offlce acloss th6 square. This
offlce is d5.rect1y on the route of, the hlghway leadl:tg out of torn.

Corrnting the town square as
bloek, this is the main road ancl
noderately rough gravel, however
pavement begins ard continues to

one b1ock, turn left at the end of the second
the route to ltranagljra. The highway ahead is
at the 102 kllometer marker, excellent asphalt
Managua.

UANAGITA TnAFffC REffiLATI0I{S There are fer traffic policemen in ManaSrs.
thelr@is to those used in San Salvador-traffic halts
wtren a policernn is facing the driver or faced directly away fron the driver.
Traffic moves ahead when the polieeman is at right Elngles to this position.
DriVers are required to nake the usual arm signals for right or left turtns.

There are numerous one-way streets, frequently not marked as such. About
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the mly solution to thls problo Ls to not€ n?rlcb ray traffl.c is uoving on any
street before nsJdng a turn. Enforceaent of the one-nay trafflc nrles doee not
geem strict horever and there is !o treed for sudden alarm on dlscovering that
on6 is driving the rrong ray otr a on€- ay street.

Ilary streets are rithout nane narkErs and nost houses are rrithout nuubers.
Directions to p!-aces ln the clty are usually gi.ven in relation to prlncipal
len&Erks. Place directlono given later ln the chapter fdllor that crrston.

IIOIE! ?he Oran IIot€I ls probably the begt in the ctrty. The building is
nodernTEFe dlrEng rou serrricl 1s good a.nd facilitles even include the use of a
good srlming pool in the patio of the hotel. there Ls an excel-Lent barber sbop
ln the hote1. L cable and wi!€].ess office Is across the street.

TR"IILER PlItrIN0 House trailers ere e1uost unknorn 1n lcsr8gua and there a"e
no reguler trailer palkiag locatlons, even park5.ng ln garages Ls Llnlted. Though
not a locatLon likely to appeal to ths trailer \traveler, parkiag aaSr be arranged
at the J. l[. Costa Garage, opposite the Oran Hotel. Parldng ls on E fenced lot
Just across the street fron the gerage. Ttrere is a watchnan'on duty at the garage
all ntght.

On the lot there Ls space for ""r""J traiLers under a tiled canopy. There
is a shorer shed and water closet of sorts in the parktng yad. I[ater Sr rashing
is available by the bucket. No electrlcity is avail.able. The charge per day is
2.50. corrlonbas ( appro:dnately $.50 U. S.) . Seno! Coata, the garage proprLetor,
speaks English.

IIAIABLA, Malar{a though lt does not often occur durlng the dry season, is a
possiEl1Tffi ![ost non-Eatins ii1 ],tanagrra prcfer to take thelr chances on nilarLa
rather than use atabrine, but tour{.sts tiC.shlng to take all precautious '.vLl1 need
to consLder taklng atabrine several days ln advance of entering llicaragua.

TIIIE AllD NEXISflEEK Lilreria UnLvetsal, on tbe corner of 2a Ca11e Sur Este
and 2ffieiEda-ffiE?Ee se1ls the afu*aal1- editions of Tiae, flewsweek, a].so. other
lnerican publications. Tfu€ ard Nersreek elr-Dail editions are also sold at the
Cran Hotel.

PIIOTO

univeffi
SHOP Foto David, a dependable photo shop, is located next to L:ibreria

POS?AI SERVICE Uail boxes at street lntersections are a convenlence not
fouaffiUEnEffia thd drrrg stores donr t sel1 postage Btaeps. To naj.L le tters
tt vr:ilI be necessarT in nost cases to go to the rrll 'r post-office. Its located
by follorilg Avenida Roosevelt ( fir tfre dlrecticin of the nonument) to the Banco
Nacional de Nicaragua, nake a left turn at thls corner. The post-office is near
the end of the first bJ,ock, on the right. Alr-nail stanps lalr onJ.y be bought and
air-nail letters aailed at the separate offlce narked over the door, Correo.l,ero.

ICE CBEAU SHOP There is an appeallng Iittle ico-cream shop, Salon Bonbonniere,
in thE-5an?E[oEffis t]re Pan-Anerican Alrways tlcket office. Tirl proprietors of
the shop arr a French colple. Breakfast and light Lunches ate seryved. The banana
splits are the best.- The proprietors say all.drinldng rater is botled.
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SOITVEIIISS The crafUrork of l[icaragua seas rithout the i.nfluence of an .
In*.annffi, aud Ln the shops there are fer native nade artieles of iatereC.t
to tourists. Fobab]-y the only articles of locaL craftsnanship J.lke1y to
lnterest travelers are leather goode uade of s11lgator ldde. tbe purses of
aBigator leather are gspecially pqpular ard r€asoaably priced.

One of the largest arrd probably one of the nost derpendable shops selling
these aIllgator leather articles ls Ylctor l(. Delgadillo & Co., #508 Prlnera
Avenlda S. E., l{ana4ua. genor Delgadlllo speaks Engllsh.

EICIIAN(ts illEi There ls a shortage of dollar exchuge ln Nicaragua. lte
offlcilElEE6 i[6?Ered by the Goverruent, 1s fLve co*lobas for one do11ar, plus
a Berrrice charge. Exchairge at other rEtis ie supposedty prohlblted. 'Uorever
se€mlng].y lnolm to all rDon€y erchangers offering hlgher retea op€rate at several
street cortrerB. TravelerE cheques or U. S. curr rcy can be readily exchanged at
the fate of five qrd a half corriobas for one doller. Persons spealdng Sp8nlsh
nay get slx for one. The uost active locatLon for these ercbange ren ls in front
of .the Augusttn Cha[orro store at the corner of Ia Calle or Este a,nd Avenlda
Roosevelt.

TOIrruST EIT8EAU The govemnent of, Ulcaragua naLntaine e tourLst blrreau
loonnB-686 ffi[a-ae Turlsoo de NS.caragua r'lth an office ln the Grsn Eotel. Nq
ons at the offlcE speaks Engllsh, but 1t rculd see@ that }lttle assistslce could
ev€n be e:pectad by Spa,nlsh speaking vLsltorsr The office does holever givE out
free postcards and lt aa,y be rorth e trip thers for these 8Ln@ postcsrds 8ro
othenrlse cltfficult to obtain ln lanagua.

HINTIIIo there are few places of usual tourlst .lnterest to vislt in lllcaragua.
probaETITEE best potentlaL iourd.st eitractlon of the countrlr is hrurting rrhl.ch ls
reported as ercelLeni. 0n thl.e subJect the torrlst bureau has no iDformetion.
Informatlon on huntlng tripe can only be obtalaed by lnquiqf through prlvate
individuals.

TIXI ? A feature of tlanagua are ttre uany horee dramt ta:d.-surreys. they
are rfftffit rtreel brakes and are sonetblng of a hazerd to notorLsts as they trot
across lntersecttons rltb only a faint tlnkle of their chLue. Thege ncoachaan

are nunerous, avallable at all hours, and ire.4)enslYe lJ the rate 1,8 detet[ined
before the rLds. lfter the firet rLde one r!a]r prefer ralldng rather ttlan
paltlclpat€ ln cnrelty to ,n'lnrrl B, by ridlng behind tm poor IlttIe contl.nuousLlr
nldpped up pony size horses.

ROID IIIIORIIATIoN The Unlted States c,overn[ent ls cooperating rlth Nlcaragua
:.n tfr-e consE?},Tffit the Itlceregudr eectlon of the Pan-l.nerican Eighray, rutder
en arrangenent sinller to tlnt carried out by the Ptrbllc Roads Adninistration,
of the Fed€ra1 forks Agency ln EI Salvador and qratemala. though ln llanagua the
American engiaeers rork directly rith the lllcaraguan hlghray departnent. ThLe
office is offlcially knom as the Bepublica de l{icaragua Departnento de Careteras,
ard is loeated a block off AyenLda RooseveLt across frm Ediflco Pel1es.

l[r. P. E. P. t[arsha]-I is the chlef engineer. IIe has no naps to giv-e out, but
has the latest info:mation about condii'ions on the bighray to San Jose for those
eqeditlonists nho p1a,n to atteryt that difficult trip.
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fro fenagua to tho ltlcaragua-Costa Rl.ca border the hfgb,iaIr Js tn good
condJ.tlm. Beygrd. th6, trLcareguat! border, the route of the Pan &erj.can Hlghnay
ls lltu.e nore than ox oart traila arrl 5.ryassab1e to the ordinary stock car.
lhere le a p8rttcularly difficult sectlon of about tralre nl1es Just beyond the
bord€r ,h€re even rodd buildiag uactrJ.nery 1s unabLe to operate.

For the lainlr seeson and tbe subsequent drying perlod, froir about fpril 15
to Sqrteober 1 a large part of the route to gan JoEe Le coneldered abaolutely
iryasr8ble to al.l note mhlcLes.

IOID IO SIN JOSE. COgl RICA ?ravel!.ng during the drJr season of 19116, anit
accoryanled by higlray eaglneers, a party of U. S. Cqrgrosmen on aa lnqrection
tour dl.d nalre the tr:ip frcn San Jose to llaaegua. tbe party las egulpped rlth
four-.lbee1-dr1ve vehicles and.rith all v ehLcles operatdng togetlrer th€ trip
tas nade rrith great dLf,flculty. Thare eeeals 1ltt1e likLlhood that rorttfifoi).e
fuproveueats rraLl be aads on the route la Coste Alca durlng 19b?.

This or: ficult sectlon of highray ln Costa Rica ertends froa the l{lcaraguan
border to a pofut near f,as Callaa, Costa Rlca. Fro thls point the j.qroved
highrny begC.ns, contLmring to San Jose and south to San Ieldro de1 General, about
150 nlIes.

C9SIA BICA It PAI{IIIA. Betreen San Isl.dro del General end EI Volcan, PanETs
the fu=E 76tf,e-ofTFFa-lnerlca,n Hlghray ts only trall-iess JunSle.'

tr'or the ora:.na:V autcmobile toirist Nlcaagua rarks the trun5-ag poiat ind
th€ nost dlstant polnt of travel into Central lmerica. The problms of return
hoe are DexU to be consLdared.

nEn RIEIiIG EOG BlI AIR Probably the Ldeal plan atrd certal.nly the nost econon-
tca1 fi-EEIIfieTEE .l"=-ut6E llanegua, then returniag to tler Orleani vta Pan lmerLcerr
lSsrays. Though as rrlth nost ideal plens there are soue Llmltations, about rhich
c@ents need be uade.

SELI,D{G AtI AIITO fhere ls a lsge udtlled denand for autonobilee ln llanagua,
but frffi'TE Egffrestrlctlve exchange reguJ.atl.one in force tt ls aLroat lrryoss-
lble to lega1ly rrlthdrar fro the couir"5r the funde r€celved fron th6 sal.e of arr
autcmobile.

Ihere ere leny U. S. @1oye6s oi orr various govenuent agencles ln tla[egur
and should one of these lnericarrs be Lntercsted ln a car purchase, a eale can be
carried out rvlt'lt g;r{t{arrrn of dlfficulty rlrce they are pemltted to pay la U. Sp
cuffoncy or gl.ve a personal check drann on 8 b8D& ln the Unlted Ststes.

SELLING A JEEP Sr.t.|' t dtffdrent regulatlona apply ta event the vehicle
to be-iEfifTn-ifililcarrigui la e f,illys ilaep, i:.tUer cfvfiiair nodel or perEonally
onned forter ti litary typa.. By dlroctlotr of the Presld6lt of l[lcaragua prlvetely
osned JeqE tlay b6 declsrod ndltteJry equlp[entn and !.qounded by the gove ueDt.
ThJ.s action Lg not talc€l agalnst tourtst orned Jeeps un3.esg a sale is atteqrted to
a [lceraguEn cltLzea rlthout ggverzrent peraJ.asLon. For tourdsts orurlng ileeps
and rishing to seIL theo ln lhnagua thl.s rrggutation caa be an ald rather than an
obstacle slnce La requeatlng peraLssion to'sell to a local cltlzen the car drust
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flrst be Jffered to the governnent. The offer to seLL to the govertment nay be
accqrted. The goverrurent rr111 then if requested pay the tourist in do11ar
travelers cheques, thus the exchaage restrictions are avoj.ded.

I.$I.IM @qEV$IqN Beservations about fLve da.trrs in ad.vance are npeded f,or
returffiGlFanE?EiE-Tlrnays to I,Ier orLeans or uy iAcl td ifiana. The fere is
in ei.ther case aDtout $Lt5. payable on].y in U. S. currency or do11ar travelers
cheques. Tl.re baggage. a].lonance is forty pounds.. Ttre flight by Pan-.0nerican
lirways to New Or1€ans reluires nlIle houls. The on].y stqrs nade enroute are at
Guate@a1a City and XerLda, ltrexico.

COIEUL 0F EL SAIVAOOB Should

-

to secu.re vi-sas while in Managuao
return by highway be planned it ',ri11 be necessary
The office of the Consul of EI Salvador is at

Ca1le de Colon S206 ( about one block flon ihe Roosevelt trdoaunent). The offlce
hours indicatdd are 9 .Ai[ to 12 noon. fhe charge for the visa is $1.OO, only U.S.
currency is eqcepted. the visa is grairted rrlthout delay and a rait of only a fer
rclnutes is necessary.

COrcUf Of' HOI{DURAE The office of the Coasul- of Honduras is nearby arrit it is
auggeffiftET TEbr6 for Honduras also be obtained rhile ln Uanagua. Ihe
office of this consul i6 w"ithout house nuruber or usual eaameL Eeef,. over the door,
but 1s also on Calle de CoLon about one.block fr.on the BL Salvador Consul. Offlce
hours lndlcated are.9 lU to 12 noon. There is no charge for th6 vlsa and Lt is
i-mediately graated -

CIISTOIdS nElE[SE ,i," 
"ooo 

as the ,date for leaving ]Iicaragua ls deternined all
autoiEf,sr-f,-ou1dlffilf at the office oi Adninstraction de Aduenes (the sane office
ntere the sealed enve)-q>e received at Sonoto nas required to be deli.vered). Fer
officlals at, the office speak EngJ.ish and Colonel Dormey, an lnefican and a high
r.anking offlcla]- et this 6ustons office is nost helpful in aiding auto orBers to
ccuply rith exlt regulatlona. Ilhen given the proposed date of deperture fron
I{icaragua; CoLonel Donney Tvi1l dlrect that a teLegren be sent to the NLcaraguan-
gonduran border station or the station at the NicaraguEn-Costa Ri.cem border. This
teLegram indicates that futl cI€arance has been obtained at Uanagua. The autoist
aay retur:! to Colonel Domreyt e office later in the day to pick up a copy of the
telegran thus being sure of receiring clearance at the border even if the original
telegraa nas not delLvered through usuaL channels.
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