HOW WE MET THE J. G. BAGGERMANS OF AMSTERDAM:

My son, John, and I were in Amsterdam on a pleasure
trip. It was Sunday afternoon and we were scheduled to return
home the next day. For lack of something better to do I looked
through the Amsterdam telephone directory for people with the
name Baggerman. There were three or four listed, one with the
initials J. G. I called up the number given and asked if anyone
there spoke English. The man who answered said that he was
John Baggerman and that he spoke English. I told him I was
from the States and was interested in learning something about
the family name. He was friendly, so we chatted for a while on
the telephone. As a res ult, he asked if I could visit him that
evening. I told him John was with me and that we would be happy
to pay him a visit. Accordingly that evening at 8:00 we took
a taxi to his home, 126 Mierisstraat. It was a four story apart-
ment and he lived on the top floor. Mrs. Ba ggerman, her niece,
and two sons were home, as well as Mr. Baggerman. We were intro-
duced to them all. Mrs. Baggerman could read English readily, but
could not speak it fluently. The niece spoke English well. The
boys knew a few words. They had a fire going in the fireplace and
we all sat before it together with two dachshunds and a cat. They
gave us coffee to drink and sugar cookies. It was a very pleasant
visit and we described our families, and discussed the world cond-
itions in general. When we left, I asked Mrs. Baggerman if I could
send her something from the States. She said just send her a Christ-

mas card and some photographs, if I had any. Mr. Baggerman took us



#2

back to the hotel

some abandon.

in his Volvo automobile, which he drove with

- Frederick P. Baggerman
2/14/69
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