June 4, 2000 - the top older describes
the small Indian . motorcycle that |
owned, | bought it to use in my airplane.
| loaned the Cessna 140 model airplane
at that time. | took out one of the seats
in the cabin and with a especially male
holder carried the motorcycle . and.
When | reach my destination | would
then get the motorcycle out and drive to
whatever point | needed to visit. It was
a two cycle engine. Also shown on one
of the other pages is another small
motorcycle called a Ner-a-Carr.

Written by William F. Baggerman
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ook closely at the machine
Lpictured here. What you're seeing

is a motor scooter developed for
the British army during World War IL.
It was designed and built in England,
and used by English paratroopers.

So why does it carry America’s
Indian motorcycle marque on the
tank?

That’s an interesting story.

In 1949, the Indian Motocycle Com-
pany was in deep financial trouble. In
an attempt to keep the wolves from the
door, company President Ralph Rogers
traveled to Britain, hoping to negotiate
lucrative import-export deals with
motorcycle companies there.

Although Rogers ultimately resigned
after returning to America, he did
enjoy some success. One productive
aspect of his trip was a meeting with
John Brockhouse of Brockhouse Ltd., a
British manufacturer of light
machinery.

Not only did Brockhouse invest
more than $1 million in Indian, he
agreed to an export arrangement
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involving his company’s Welbike
motor scooter.

The Welbike was originally designed
to be dropped with British paratroopers
when they invaded German
strongholds in Europe during World
War II. Powered by a 98cc two-stroke
single, the Welbike featured chain
drive and fold-down seat and
handlebar assemblies. For paratrooper
use, the odd little scooters were packed
in steel canisters. Within minutes after
they landed, soldiers could assemble
the machines and ride away.

Rogers hoped that the tiny scooter—
unchanged from its World War II
design—might find a niche in the
American marketplace. He arranged to
have Indian import the machine—
marketed as the Corgi in Britain after
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the war—and offer it as an Indian
model.

Indian renamed the machine and
dressed it in traditional Indian red. But
by the 1953 model year, it was clear
that the Papoose was a sales failure.

Remaining examples like this one,
owned by Paul Pearce and currently on
display in the Motorcycle Heritage
Museum at AMA headquarters in
Westerville, Ohio, are reminders of a
very odd era just before the demise of
the Indian line.

The Motorcycle Heritage Museum is open
9-5 weekdays. Weekend hours, March
through October, are 10-4 Saturdays and
noon-4 Sundays. The museum is located at
the AMA offices, 33 Collegeview Road,
Westerville, Ohio. Take Interstate 270 (the
Columbus outer belt) to exit 27 (Cleveland
Avenue), go north 1% miles and watch for
signs. For more information, call (614) 882-
2782.
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Instruments, parcl carrier, 1964
Triumph Bonnevilie

1975 on Commando Special ier

“There was not a better highway bike in the world in the late
1970s,” he says. As a collector, Newman has owned a vari-
ety of rare machines, including “Rumblegutz,” a Vincent-
based British dragbike, and a trio of Broughs, one with a
banking sidecar. He sold one of the Broughs, a 680cc Black
Alpine model, to comedian Jay Leno several years ago. His
current collection includes a Velocette with matching side-
car, a Honda GB500 Single, a pair of AJS 350s and a 1925
center-hub-steered Ner-A-Car, which he keeps on display in
his living room.

Richmond, who was featured in a July, 1987, Cycle World
article when he was importing Russian-built Neval motorcy-
cles and sidecars, guesses that he has owned more than 300
motorcycles. His collecting mania began after visiting the
annual Auto Jumble at England’s National Transportation
Museum in the early 1970s. Amazed by the number and
variety of machines for sale, he returned the following year
and bought 30 motorcycles and two cars, enough to fill a
shipping container for the return trip home.

Richmond says he lives below his means on purpose so he

Carburetor,
1927 AJS

Tank badge, 1969 Triumph Trident

Engine detail, 1954 Moto

r-Aar

can afford his rolling toys. Still, following his move to
Chicago a few years ago, he began to whittle down his col-
lection. He still has a 1937 Sunbeam Model 8, a 350cc
Single, from his first British buying trip, but most of the 40-
odd motorcycles he currently keeps in the warehouse are
British or Italian machines from the 1950s or later.

ichmond entrusts much of his restoration work to

Chris Lindner, who impressed him a few years ago

by repainting a pair of Triumph tank badges in the

correct light-beige background color, a hue
Lindner concocted using a combination of white paint and
English tea.

Lindner, an Australian who moved to Chicago with his
parents as a young man, studied film making in college, then
spent eight years as a freelance artist and art director, a job
he found “tedious and boring,” before becoming involved in
cars and bikes. Now, he seems obsessed with his restora-
tions, working alone, often starting at 3 or 4 a.m. with what-
ever project is at hand, an arrangement made easier since his

Guzzi Falcone




