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When Lewis, pitifully weak, would see his father he would greet him,
with the request, “Peel me a grape, Daddy.”

This Peters did faithfully and remembrance of it brings a chuckle to
Mrs. Peters. The burly Peters, with stubby fingers using infinite care, removed
every trace of peeling from the grapes his small son craved. When Lewis had
consumed all he wanted, he’d end with this request, “Dad, draw me a pumpkin.”

The relationship between Peters and Dr. Graham® was excellent. Through-
out his career Peters surrounded himself with able men and any recital of his
life and accomplishments must also tell of these men.

The Peters’ name was prominent for three generations in St. Louis mer-
cantile, manufacturing, financial and philanthropic circles. Fred’s grandfather,
Francis Henry Peters, left his birthplace in Rothenfelde, Germany, to come
to St. Louis in 1854. He became president of the Peters Dry Goods Company
and a co-founder of the Peters Shoe Company.

A thousand miles upstream from New Orleans, St. Louis, the crossroads
of western expansion, was founded by fur traders. Lewis and Clark and other
explorers started from St. Louis. Manufacture of Civil War clothing and supplies
gave impetus to the city’s growth, as did steamboating, railroading and out-
fitting for the California Gold Rush.

From that “Gateway to the West,” the F.:C. Peters family traveled to
Florida to contribute to Fort Lauderdale, “Gateway to the Everglades,” to
Broward County, to Miami Beach, and to South Dade County.

°Evarts A. Graham: Dr. Graham helped found the American Board of Surgery; was president in 1953 of

the Intermational Congress of Surgeons, and was the second American to receive the Lister Medal, He
joined physicians and scientists in warning of the danger in fallout from hydrogen bomb  tests. His
studies on lung cancer won him a 1948 Cancer Society Award ’
“No surgeon of my generation has had so large an impact upon surgery the world over as Evarts
Graham,” said Owen H. Wangensteen, M.D., of the University of Minnesota, in 1968 . “Graham’s
contribution in the treatment of empvema in World War [ laid the foundation for his subsequent
eminence in this field of surgery. It is interesting  that these  diseases, which commanded so much
of a surgeon’s activity three or four decades ago, have practically disappeared. The treatment of
pneumonia with antibiotics has made empyema virtually non-existent.”

™/ FRANCIS HENRY PETERS
“. . . A quiet, unassuming man”,
grandfather of Frederick C. Peters,
who came to America from Ger-
many in 1854, Highly successful
in business, co-founder of the
Peters Shoe Company; deeply re-
ligious, generous in support of re-
ligious and educational institu-
tions . . . He set patterns followed
by his sons, his grandsons and
great grandsons.




The Move to Florida

Frederick C. Peters’
father, Frederick W.
Peters, (1867-1928). Son
of Francis H. Peters.

( Frederick W. Peters had
three sons, the youngest,
Frederick C., was also to
have three sons.
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Chapter 21 Sentimental Journey

Samuel Johnson said that curiosity is a characteristic of a vigorous mind.
Fred Peters was intensely curious about almost everything.

Near the end of his career, he became curious about the homeland in
Germany from whence had come his grandfather® Francis Henry Peters, the
great-great grandfather of the children of Fred Peters’ three sons, Fred T.,
Lewis and Ferguson. So, Fred and Mrs. Peters went to Bad Rothenfelde in
Germany.

It is a small community and a health resort. An old fashioned band played
in the park when they arrived. His grandfather had emigrated from there to
America more than a hundred years earlier. When the mayor of Bad Rothen-
felde learned that the Peters were arriving, he sent flowers and an invitation to
tea and coffee. Mr. Peters found no relatives he could positively identify.

He brought back books in German, printed in old fashioned script, about
the wonders of Bad Rothenfelde. The town is today a small but desirable spa
in the southern foothills of the “Teutoburger Wald,” with lovely forests and
a gently rising range of hills in northern Germany. It has thirty-three hundred
inhabitants.

The volume on Bad Rothenfelde traced the history of that community
back to the Bronze and Iron ages. Another book gave the folklore and legends
of the region, and other publications told the stories of the great houses.
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