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witbin the last decave the Christian Church
in America has witnessed the passing of
a number of its noblest Christian lapmen; men
who roge from humble beginnings to positions
of [eadership in industry and business, and
tobo through it all remained true to their Christ-
ian conbictions and faithful to their sacred
trusts; men twho from the first moment of their
slotw and tedious uptoard climb until the final
bugle call at the senith of potver, vegarded them-
selbes ag debtors unto the Lord and not as so-
called “self-mabde men’’; men whose lives were
a worthy example to their families, friends and
emplopees and iwhose substance was at the
visposal of Gob’s call. Tithers they twere, all
of them, ag a matter of principle, but the Lord’'s
account twasg again and again cheerfully ober-
draton. Their passing constitutes an irrepar-
able losgs. Y & Y & &

Such a man was Francis BHenry Peters, of
St. Louis, Missouri, co-founder of the Peters
Shoe Company---nov the International Shoe
Company=-=—=and, until his vetivement from
active business, President of the Peters Dry
Goods Company. - & W



Throughout the long pears of His association
with extengibe business interests, this quiet
and unassuming Christian lapman demon-
strated bepond a doubt the fact that a man
engaged in buginess i8 capable of exempli-
fying the principles of Christianity. I
clear-gighted executibe and a busginess organ-
iser, he built hig dry goods and shoe con-
cerng  upon enduving foundations. “Pears
ago, fwhen together with my brother,
Frevevick, I established a dry goods store
in Porth St. Louis”, he once told the toriter,
“ determined to conduct it upon a Christian
basis. ds goon ag the near-by merchants dis-
cobered that I would, under no civcumstances,
keep open on Sundap, they came to me in a
body and remonsgtrated, predicting quick and
abgolute failure if 3 did not do as they did. But
3 made it very clear to them that the Sabbath
twould be faithfully obgerbed by the Peters Bry
Boodg Company, rexardless of congequences.
That was in 1865. Tobay, as ¥ look ober the
ground, I find that not one of these merchants
is still theve, whereas our Company has grofon



until noto it cobers half a city block and our
old customers still trade with us, though they
arve scatteved ober the entive city of St. Louis.
DBoes it pay to be a Christian?” Aud hig epes
tinkled reassuringly ag he asked this ques-
tion of the toriter. a Y & -~

Some men are esteemed because of their
wealth; others ave lobed for twhat they arve. Bne
brief bisit in M. Peters’ presence was enounh
to conbince any caller that this man throughout
big life had vemained unspoiled by riches and
that bis friendship twas the areatest gift he
could bestoln. ~» Y Y Y a

FIn order fo find the secret of this man’s re-
matrkable caveer, e turn to his diary, which
be kept faithfully --- until adbancing age inter-
fered---as a part of his book of accounts. THe
toill let him tell his story in his oton words:

“Ulben about eighteen pears oldy,” Mr. Peters wrote,
“F tworked at myp frabe as a candpy maker in a factory
ont Macket Street. FAmong my fellotw tworkmen wasg
one Wwhose name wag FAlbert Bausman. This man twas
Ditfevent from the other men. e twas a bery good



tworker and acted friendlp to ehery one in the factorp,
but would not take pact in anpthing unbecoming to a
Chrigtian or a gentleman. 3 goon got te lobe this
man and I fried to libe such a life ag Bausman vid.
3 noticed that he babd something I failed to Habe.
Babing been veared by Gobly pavents, the good Lord
kept me from going astray altogether. My parents’
prayers follotwed me whereber I went. I often felt
this. 3 attended chureh regulacly, but knetw ¥ twas
not vight with God. My friend inbited me one vap
to a vebibal meeting, which was held in a Methodist
Chureh, which be attended. I congented and twent
with him ecberp ebening. Gobd soon showed me,
through Bis great merey, that I was a sinner and
that 3 needed a Sabiour but I could find no peace,
and kept on praping. So one night I mabe up mp
mind to keep on praping until the Lord would take
the heaby burben of sin from me. JAfter leabing the
chureh mp good friend and I entered the candy factory
and went into a small cloget, used for drping, for
praper. In this cloget the Lord took mp burden
from me, and I came to knotw that Christ had died for
my sing also and veconciled me twith the Father.
3 felt then berp happy and thought I must tell ehery-
body the Great Thing the Lord had done for me. I
furofe mp pavents a letter and told them of mp con-
bergion. 3 algo wrote an old Christian friend. This



man had more expervience than I hav. Be must habe
geen from mp letter that I wag gelf-confident and had
the dea that I toas all vight now. The answer ¥ re-
ceibed was berp short. e wrote me, “Frank the
debil is still alibe and not dead.” ¥ did not under-
stand what e meant but I found later that he twas
vight in telling me that the vebil was still alibe.

“ babe tried to live a Christian life for more than 50
pears, but I habve often found that I needed he Lord’s
belp to Tead me and keep me, to live a lite pleasing to
PBim. I knotw that onlp the Blood of Christ Be
gpilt on Calbary’s Crogs ran gabe me and bring me
to PBeabien.”

Fn the light of this beautiful inmer experience
one can more fully appreciate the gecret of this
man’s fortitude in gorroty, firmness in tempta-
tion and faithfulness in Christian service. No
mere methods of efficiency can produce guch
gterling qualities in a man, agsure him of last-
ing success in business or make him a worthy
example to his children and children’s children.

Francis Benry Peters, a son of Caspar
Benry and Louige (nee Tepe), and grandson
of Caspar Benry and Marie Catherine (nee



PBagsman), was born February 22, 1838,
in Rothenfelde, Germany, where He attended
the public schools. e left his home for St.
Louis, twhere a sister and brother had alveady
preceded him on August 28, 1854, arriving in
St. Louis on Nobember 15, of the same pear,
after a bery stovmy sea bopage in a small gail
boat from the north coast of his native land to
Pew Orleans, La. a e a

PHis first position was as clerk in a candy fac-
tory on Market Street bettveen 10thand 11th
Streets, St. Louisg, otoned by J. 1. Blanke.
Pater he was a clerk in a grocery store on
Porth Broadivay olwoned by a man named
Robingon. Remobing to Wap, Missouri,
March 20, 1857, he became a clerk in the
store of his brother-in-latw, after whoge death
be and hig gister conducted the business
together. & Y a Y Y

February 17, 1863, Be again located in St.
L ouig, and twith his brother, Frederick, opened
a grocery store at 16th and Market Streets.
This buginess twas disposed of at a profit and



on RNobember 30, 1865, a dry noods store
was established on the novth-east corner of
14th and FJefferson, notw Clinton Street.
They mobed into their netw building at 2600
Forth 14th Street in the summer of 1881.
This buginess ig still carried on by two of His
sons, on an eber growing scale. At first it
wag knoton as the Peters and Brother Bry
Goods Companp, but was incorporated in
1887 ag the Peters Bry Goods and Clothing
Company. Though retived from that busi-
ness in later pears, Mr. Peters frequently
bigited the Company’s store. Y a

Gn January 6, 1889, with Fredervick TE.
Peters, a brother, and Benry TH. Peters, a
nephety, he founded the Peters & Miller Shoe
Company, with a capital of $140,000, and
with a factory on Thirteenth and Monroe
Streets. January 1, 1892, the fivm became
the Peters Shoe Company, of which he was
Pice President; in December, 1911, the
Peters Shoe Company, and the Voberts,
Fobngon and Rand Shoe Company consoli-



dated and incorporated as the International
Shoe Company, which is notw one of the larg-
est shoe manufacturing concerns in the nited
States. Thoo of fMr. Peters’ sons, Fred-
evick TH. and Charles 3B., serbed as bice-
presivents of the International Company.
Mr. Peters twas much interested in cibic
matters, but he at no time held public office.

On dpril 1, 1861, Mr  Peters married
Penrietta Catherine Torwegae, who was
born December 17, 1841, and died Febru-
ary 18, 1867. WHllith ttwo motherless child-
ven he married Elisa Lnollenberg, on Gugust
20, 1868, who, herself a sterling Christian
chavacter and a woman of remarkable Christ-
ian faith, wag eber satisfied to libe in the
shabotv of her husbant’s reflected glory. In
the year 1923 Mr. and Mrs. Peters were
privileqed to celebrate theiv 55th THedding
Annibersary in good health among a happy
and large civele of velatibes and friends. &

Mr. Peters became a member of the First
German Presbptevian Chureh - - notw  the



Sidney Street Preshpterian Chureh of St.
HLouis - - ghortly after its organization in
1862, and wasg particularly interested in
its Sunday School work. Be soon became
a ruling €lver and vemained such until the
time of his beath. = L ¥ Q¥ s

As a member of said Chureh amd one of
its most enthusiastic tworkers, he Helped
organize and lavgely supported the TWinne-
bago Presbptevian Mission, which long since
bas groton into a strong and healthy Church.
Be also started the Tittor Street Pres-
bytevian Misgion in one of the most con-
gested indbustrial districts of the city, which
Mission to this dap continues as a branch of
the Sidney Street Chureh. A a

Tl hen the time came for the congregation to
seek a netw location, again his generous con-
tributions made possible the erection of the
netw Church and the purchase of a new
Mange. Through his efforts, also, the old
Church was continued as a mission. &



M. Peters was for many pears Superin-
tendent of the Sturgeon Market Sunday
Srhool. e was officially connected twith the
Poung Men’s Christian Association for ober
40 pears and was one of the organizers and
thavter members of the North Sive BWranch.
He fwas one of the founbers of the Sunday
School ®nion. Throngh his contributions
Sunday Schools in the Osark Hountains
and at ofher needy places were organised.

Bis lobe for the Wniversity of Bubugue, of
Bubugue, Jotva, a Presbyterian Institution
for the training of Christian Ministers and
Feaders for the Foreign Speaking Commu-
nities in America, was genuine and constant.
Time and again he gave of his substance for
the promotion of this special work, anb it
bas been congerbatively estimated that ober a
period of some thuenty pears said Enibersity
wag the vecipient of gifts from him amounting
to more than $350,000.00. e gabve to-
wards current expenses, buildings and
endotsment. ©Gne of the buildings on the



campus has been dedicated to his memorpy and
is knoton as “Peters Commons.” This
building containg a large dining voom, an up-
to-bate kitchen, a home economics room and an
office on the main floor; a bakerp, store rooms
and a fivgt-clags laundey in the basement; the
Aniversity’s Department of Music, and the
guacters of the Matron with those of Her
aggistants upstairs, all of which was made

posgible through the generous gift of Mr.
Peters. & Y & a a

PHe was also deeply interested in and was a
large contributor to the Presbyterian Boards
of Bome and Foreign Missions, Presby-
tevian Board for Aged and Disabled Minis-
ters, the German Protestant Arphans Bome,
St. Louis, the St. Louis Altenheim, the St.
TLouis Colored Orphans Bome, the Presby-
tevian O@rphanage at Farmington, Missouri,
the Childrens’ Bome Society of Missouri,
the Epileptic Bome, the Tuberculosis So-
ciety, and many other worthy causes. It i
estimated that he gabe awap cloge to



$1,000,000.00 during His life time, besides
leabing numerous bequests to charity in bis
last twill. a e a ~ a

At the adbanced age of eighty-six pears and
after a lingering illness, Francis Wency
Peters passed away ugust 8, 1924, at the
familp vesidence, 2236 $t. Louis Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri, surbived by His widoty,
seben children, fifteen grandehildren and gix
great-grandchildren. Y & Y

Because of the fact that Mr. Peters lived
big life in the shadow of the Cross and
made most of his contributions merely as
coming from “@ friend” twithout further
vefevence to its source, the Church at large
came to think of him as a Rindhearted
“friend,” to whom no worthp cause appealed
in bain. Be was a friend of the widows
and orphans; a friend of little Sunday
Sichool children, a friend of Christian Min-
isters, the Chureh at home and abroad, and
of Christian education. It was thought fit-
ting, therefore, that the writer, in speaking
at the burvial serbice in Sidney Street



Church, should choose as his text the words
of Jesus, concerning Lasarus: “Our friend
gleepeth; but I go, that I map awake him
out of sleep.” (Fohn 1L, ii) a a

T hen on the occagion of a visit to the Wni-
bersity of Dubugue, a pear after his passing,
bis widoty entered Peters Commons and in
company with tiwo of her children stood before
the picture of her depacted husband, which is
exbibited prominently in the lobby, tears
streamed dotwn ber face as she said in a
whisper that twas almost a prayer, “Our
papa, beig not dead; I am far atway from home
and pet I vealise eben heve that he liveth.”
It was an eloguent tribute in a fetw gimple
words. Can any more be saiv? Real friends
neber die; they will be twaiting for us on
eternity’s golden shore. = o & a
“Friends will be there I habe lobed long ago
Jop like a viver avound me will flotw

Pet just a smile from my Sabiour, I &noty,
Wil through the ages be glory for me.”

Bubugue, Iotva
January, 1926
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