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FOREWARD

As wineries in the Missouri River Valley
flourish, so do tales about them. lmagination
often trumps history.

It is said, for instance, that many of the
German immigrants were vintners in the "old
country, " that they specifically picked this area
for settlements because grapes for wine-making
would grow well, and that they brought vines
from Germany to start vineyards here.

Not so.

The facts, however, are much more inter-
esting than those. historical fictions:
O Not rnany of the immigrants had specialized
experience with grape-growing.
O Most of them turned to grape-growing as a
sideline to farming,
O They experimented for 10 years to find
domestic grape varieties that would grow well in
Missouri's climate and make good wine.

Their innovation and perseverance is the
exciting story. !t is presented here.
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Mssouri's wine country today is centered around six counties bordering the
Missouri River, between the mouth of the Gasconade and the junction of the Missouri
and the Mississippi Rivers (St. Charles, Franklin, Warren, Montgomery, St. Louis, and
Gasconade Counties.)

'Duden Country'
The area surrounds the Lake Creek Valley in southeastern Warren County where

the German researcher/explorer Gottfried Duden lived from 1824 to 1827. His
observations, composed as a series of letters, were pubtished in Germany in 18291.
The report attracted large numbers of immigrants to the United States.

Since many chose to emigrate to Missouri, preferably settling in the area near
where Duden had lived2, that region was often then referred to as "Duden Settlement"
or now as "Duden Country." lt includes the neighborhoods of early Dutzow, Augusta,
Marthasville, Holstein, Femme Osage, Washington, and South Point, all settled in the
1830s or early 1840s; some would include Hermann.

Research suggests that the successful cultivation of the grape for wine in the
lower Missouri Valley began about the same time in the 1840s in three locations: St.
Louis, St, Charles, and Hermann.3

As a well-known vintner later wrote about that early period,

The Anglo-Saxon, llolland and Swiss imigrants broryht with them no knowledge
of the grape. The @rman and French had at first so much to contend with,
that they gave no attention to the planting of the vine, and the succeeding
generations forgpt the uhole matter. . Noty and then a Eultpean vine uns
filanted here, tirived but poorly.

When finally begun, grape-growing did not become a run-away success. lt took
about a decade of systematic trials to determine the adaptability of the soil and grape

varieties. The story of that innovation and perseverance is especially well illustrated
through the history of two locations, the Hermann and Augusta areas---at the former,
progress moved from individual grape-growing efforts in the 1840s, to municipal aid in
1843, to establishment of the first winery in 1847; at the lafter, grape-growing progress
also followed the path of individual efforts in the 1840s, then to establishment of a

cooperative marketing enterprise in 1867, and after its dissolution the organization of
a full-scale winery in 1889.

Ralph Gregory's p,ortion of this article was first published in the Missorui Folklore Society Journal
(Vol. 6, 1984) and the Washington Missourian (November 23-U, 1985). Anita Mdlinckrodt's
materid appeared in A History of Augrusta and Its Area- Vol. I-Itr, 1998 and 1999.



Hermann
Unlike other settlements of the area, Hermann was not established by individual

German immigrants. Rather, it was founded in 1837 as a colony of the German
Settlement Society of Philadelphia. Why its deputies, sent out to choose a location,
chose the site they did is not clear. Obviously the availability of public Iand on the
Missouri River was significant. But in their report the deputies also conceded that the
terrain was "rugged and in part hilly. . not everywhere favorable for cultivation." A
few sentences further on the deputies then envisioned that "Vineyards will probably
flourish whbn more of the land has been cleared."s

Perhaps the deputies, and then the Hermann colonists, turned early to the idea
of vineyards to compensate for the terrain but also to try out a suggestion made by
Duden in his Reoort. ln it he had written that,

For imigrants from the Rhineland, nothing is mre irportant [in ilissouri]
than viniculturc. Ihey do not need to mrry about a ready market and high
pri ces . 

5

Regardless of the initial stimulus, grape-growing experiments began in
in the mid-1840s. By 1845 the first crop had succeeded; the first wine was
1846; and in 1848 the very first "Wine Festival' was held.

Those early beginnings of viniculture (also called viticulture) in Duden
were later recalled by George Husmann, Hermann's early pioneer and authority
culture in Missouri. ln his essay 'The Progress of American Grape Culture,"

Hermann
made in

Country
on grape

delivered
to the Missouri Horticultural Society, he said,

tlell do I rerpnber, uhen I rvas a boy of sone 14 years old, hor often qy
deceased father muld enter into conversation with vintners from the oId
country, about the feasibility of cultivating the grape in l,lissouri. He

almys contended that grapes oryht to succeed rcll here, as the rmods vcre
full of wild grapes, scne of very fair quality. They muld ridicu'le the
idea, and asserted that labor ms too high here, even if the vines muld
succeed to make it pay; but, they could not shake his belief in the ult'imate
success of grape culture. Poor father! he lived at least to see the first
successful experircnts, and none entered with mre genuine zeal on the
occtpation than he; nhen an untinrely death took him frun his labors. Alas!
if he lived now [1865], his mst sanguine hopes uould be verified.

I also t.ctl rurcnber the first cultivated grape vine uhich produced fruit
in llemann. It ms an Isabella, planted by a ilr. Fugger, on the corner of
llain and Schiller streets, and trained over an arbor. It produced the first
crop in 1845... and so plentifully did it bear, that several persons !{ere
encouraged by it to plant vines.

In 1846, the first wine was made, and astonished all utro tried it, by its
quality. The Catawba had, during that tirc, been inported from Cincinnati,
and the first partial crop of it, in 1848, was so enonmus that everybo_dy
alnnst comnced planting vines, and very often in unfavorable localities./
Michael Poeschel was another Hermann pioneer. He started a small vineyard and

winery in 1847 (today's Stone Hill Winery).8 That was after the lsabella grape variety
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was introduced, in 1843, and the town of Hermann
sold "wine lots" at $50 each to encourage the new
venture. After a while, as Husmann reported, the
Catawba variety from Ohio was found to adapt
well,s and by fall 1848 Hermann could hold a

wine festival.
It was a great event for all who had high

hopes for viticulture in Duden Country---following
the first large harvest of grapes, it was a two-day
Weinfest. They had a huge parade led by the
town's brass band and a large wagon drawn by
two white horses. On the wagon the deity Bac-

chus, with grape-crowned head, stood next to a

large cask of wine and held a goblet of wine. Gert
Goebel reported on this Weinfest in detail:

I can uel I remerber the fi rst wi ne fai r i n

llermann i n the fal I of 1B4B . Dr . Gerl i ng and

ffi;;r

Michael Poeschel
I rode with one another to this festival at Henmnn and as up carp near
there torlard evening, a six-pounder thmdered its greetings and ycll wishes
over hill and dale. The news of success in grapeculture penetrated as far
in l,lissouri as Geman ms spoken; and visitors, ladies and gentlenen, had
even cofiE from St. Louis on stearboats.

The next mrning a whole cavalcade made its my to the vineyard of l,lr.
tlichael Poesche'|, and I did not regret having gone the distance of 20 miles,
yfien I saw the magnificent bunches of grapes with ny om eyes.

At that tirc, t{r. Poeschel still lived three mi'les from towr in a narrov,l,
sooetitat inaccessible ravine which rrent dom to Coles Creek and the tlissouri.
His bearing vineyard had hardly the area of a single acre, but the trellises
there seered to be nothing but unlls of grapes and there vias not a rotten
berry to see. Ihe profit from the harvest of this litt'le vineyard ums a

very high one, for good Catariba, wirich, ufien .qightly made, is much like
Rhine wine, was then much songht and paid hBIl."

M0nch at Dutzow
At Dutzow it was Friedrich Miinch, co-leader of the 1834 Giessen lmmigration

Society, who was beginning the experimental work of propagation with native grape

vines.lr Mtinch, religious minister turned farmer, learned from Husmann and others.
ln 1847, for instance, Mtinch traveled with an immigrant employee, August

Mallinckrodt, of Augusta, to Hermann. Account books show that they traveled there
by ferry and, among other things, bought a tin kettle, perhaps for wine preparations.t2

As Mr,inch would later write, in Germany he "lived far from the vine growing
regions."l3 But in America he was attracted to grape-growing and set out to learn
about it. As he put it, "l have always gone hand in hand with my friends in Hermann;
we have been accustomed to compare our experiences, and have arrived conclusively
at the same results."la



ln the fall of 1851 Miinch undertook a two-week trip through the Ozarks to
observe wild Missouri grapes, As was his practice, he shared what he learned, this
time in a report in the St. Louis newspaper Anzeiger des Westens.ts

The next year, too, Mrinch
reported in the new St. Charles
Demokr_a!, a weekly German newspaper
launched by Arnold Krekel as an educa-
tional voice tor the German immigrants of
the area. ln the first issues of 1852 it
carr)ed lengthy informative articles for
farmers about fruit-growing, by Augusta's
horticultural pioneer Julius Mallinckrodt,
and another by Friedrich Mtinch, reporting
on his correspondence with Ohio grape
growers and airing complaints about the
Catawba grape's tendency to mold.16

State Help 1852
The young grape and wine indus-

try in Missouri received early encourage-
ment from the state government. ln 1852
the Committee on Agriculture of the Mis-
souri House of Representatives urged the
House to form a state agricultural society
and pointed to the probable value of
more widespread wine production in Mis-
the following report on the state of the

Lastly, your comittee beg leave, in this connexion, to call the at-
tention of the general assenbly to the culture of the vine. Ihis is a

rapidly increasing prcduction in our state. ilissouri stands 6th ryon the
list of wine producing States, having in 1850 made 10,563 gallons. Our
uoods arc fil'led with wild grapes uirich, on cultivation, greatly irprove in
size and flavor, and will by snch continupus treatmnt, no dorbt, in a fetr
years equal.the best grapes of France and the Rhine.

The culture of the grape is confined to a few counties, of uttich
Gasconade and 0sage arc the principal, and chiefly to the Gemnn population.
lltry cannot this culture be rendered genera'l in the State? Every section of
it is suitable to the grurrth and developBnt of the grape; and vfiile the
labor of raising is so slight, the prccess of vintage so sinple. and the
prcfits so large, it is a matter of surprise that so feu of our Anerican
population have turned their attention to this healttV and profitable pursuit.

It mu'ld be a matter of sincerc congratulation if the culturc of the
grape for wine, could be extensively pursued. It vould not only develop one
grcat and almst ulknom source of native rcalth, but muld add to the

Friedrich M0nch
souri. The chairman of the Committee gave
industry:



beverage, in place of those fiery and poisonous liqmrs that are crclrding our
jails with felons, and filling our ceneteries with untirnly graves.

Your comnittee are confident that the inducemnts held out by a State
society rculd add materially !o the developnent of this great source of
pleasure and of future r*alth.l7
A state Agricultural Society was incorporated on February 24, 1853, had its first

fair at Boonville in October, and did encourage and aid grape culture.
Decade of Progress

ln a study of the economy of the region, Carl O. Sauer cites statistics that show
the extent of wine production a decade after the first vines were planted:

In 1856 a yield of 100,000 gallons was reported for llermann at a profit
of t300 per acne and of 6,000 gallons for Eoonville. In 1857 tlemann claim-
ed a prcduction of 80,000 gallons and in 1858 of.25,000 gallons, y*rich ms
said to be an average yield. The price, originally about t2 a gallon, -lpd
fa'l'len by 1858 to tl.25, utrich still enabled very profitable production.ru

The Sauer report illustrated the ups and downs characterizing the weather-
dependent grape-growing business. For instance, newspapers reported the year 1857 as
a good year at Hermann:

Ihis year seems to umnt to deliver anew evidence that tenacious uork and
persistence is crurned with success, after all, and that here, tm, on the
l.{issouri River the noble wine plant finally also will be pennanently
accl imatized. T

The next year, however, only half of the 1857 production was expected.zo And by
1859 it was still a mixed picture, as a Hermann newspaper story, reprinted for St.
Charles County, reported:

Unfortunately this year, too, the grape rot has partially destrcyed the hope
to ritrich people in many locations rcre entit'led at the beginning of the
surmr. 0n the other hand, one also sees 

.locations uhich have suffered
little, or not at all, and uhere generally one can still tnpe for a good

ha'lf harvest---about 200-300 gallons per acre. Also this year the Virginia
Seedling has successfully resisted the rot. Disregarding it, however, the
Catawba grape will keep its dominance here for a long tirc to colp.

Once again action was taken at the state Ievel, possibly to moderate some of
the ups-and-downs. A call went out at the end of 1858 for fruit growers and vintners
to come to Jefferson City to found a general society of fruit and wine producers in
Missouri. Such a group "would hold periodic meetings to share experiences in those
branches of agriculture and publish the results of their consultations." And, as a St.
Charles newspaper editor added, "Hopefully many of our German farmers will also
participate, for in Missouri they have really been the 'pioneers' of this branch."22

After the Horticulture Society was founded in 1859, wines and grapes were
brought to the annual meeting for examination. The committee of wines examined them
and tested them by smell, sight, and taste, and "sometimes by scale." The vineyard
committee of the society visited locations in Missouri and lllinois to inspect grape-
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growing practices and to sample and iudge the wines made. Thomas Allen and
Alexander Kayser of St. Louis offered prizes for the best Missouri wines.z3

Muench's Book
Not only the founding of the Horticulture Society marked 1859 as a noteworthy

year. There also was the publication of a major article on grape-growing by Friedrich
MUnch in the Mississiooi Handelszeitung; the article would later become the sma!!
English-language book Muench's School for American Graoe Culture.za A vintner
following the book nearly a century Iater said that Muench's "German sense of order
and organization made him an enjoyable author to read."25 Starting with a chapter
on "Native Americah Vines," Muench, indeed, went logically through each aspect of
viticulture, from initial choice of vineyard location to final treatment of the wine. The
result was 16 chapters of rational, step-by-step, scientific instruction.

But there was more in the little book. At the very end, before presenting a new
drinking song he composed, Muench favorably compares wine to other stimulantsl

wine surpasses all other stimulants as an enlivening, cheering, healthy drink,
and, mderately used, the greatly diluted alcohol utrich it contains, together
with the vinous acid, harmless in every respect, is recreating for the tinr
and without any bad after effects. Ihe people in the wine countries are
gay, Iively and irpulsive, socia'l , liberal and tenperate, very different fronr
the beer conslrprs or gin drinkers. Iherefore three cheers for the brave
vi ne-dressers !l

1 86Os
Going into the 1860s, Hermann vintners apparently continued to be predominant.

The report of an 1861 Missouri Fruit Growers and Wine Farmers meeting said, "There
were especially many vintners present from Hermann, and the procedures were very
interesting. Mr. Poeschel, of Hermann, received the first prize for 1860 wine."27

And George Husmann reported the worth of the products of vineyards around
Hermann in the summer of 1865 to total $149,000. This was the rough estimate,
which he thought below the actual value. The average crop of Norton's Virginia, he

said, was about 600 gallons an acre and of Concord 1,000.28 Joseph Alexander
reported to the Agriculture Board on the success of several varieties of grapes in St.
Charles County in 1865:

The principal kinds of grapes raised at the Catawba, ilorton's Virginia
Seedling, Concord, Cassady, Clinton, Taylor's BuIIitt, tlerbemnt, Delaware and
Hartford Prolific. Annng these, for table use, the Delaware stands first and
the Concord second. For wine, Norton's Virginia Seedling is regarded as
best, and the Concord next.

But rihen the Catauba succeeds it is the rcst profitable, and ordinarily
uhen it makes a full crop, it yields mre than any other kind. The average
yie'ld of the whole is about 500 gallons per acre---in a favorable season 800
gallons can be obtained --the ordinary calculation being 18 pounds of grapes
to the gallon of wine.a
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After the Civil War, there was, as George Husmann said, a "grape fever" in the
nation. Agricultural magazines had something on grape culture in almost every issue
and nine-tenths of the advertisements were of grape vines for sale. ln 1854 the whole
number of grape vines sold at Hermann did not exceed 2,000, but in 1865 there was
a demand for a million of the Norton's Virginia alone.So

lmmigration also accelerated again after the Civil War. Missouri's Board of
lmmigration convened at Hermann on May 27, 1865 and at Friedrich Mrinch's farm near
Dutzow on July 14. Governor Thomas C. Fletcher was president of the Board and
Secretary of State F. Rodmann vice-president. For the meeting at Mrinch's farm, M.
Poeschel, F. Rommel, and Geroge Husmann of Hermann were invited guests.3l

These meetings were of men interested in encouraging and helping immigration
to Missouri. But they also were meetings of some of Missouri's wine experts. Then
in September 1865 Fletcher and Rodman journeyed to Augusta, as wel!, to encourage
immigration, visit the vinyards, and thank Augustans for their distinguished loyalty to

the Union during the Civil War.32

Augusta
At Augusta many German immigrants had learned to grow grapes. A county

history says they began trial plantings in the 1840s and laid out regularly staked
vineyards by the 1850s.33 Some of the first trials were undertaken by Julius
Mallinckrodt, the earliest permanent German settler in the Augusta area who quickly
became St, Charles County's leading orchard and nursery man.3a

By 1 857 it was reported that "Vineyards and

orchards are especially stressed in the Augusta
area. n35 Most of the growers were farmers who
added grapes as a sideline; others were tradesmen or
professional men who began growing grapes as a

hobby, a profitable one, they hoped, Dr. Gerling, the
town pharmacist, for instanc€, was well known for
his grape yields. So were the Kncirnschild brothers---
Christian, Henry, John---all farmers.t'

And in 1859 George Mtinch, brother of the
well-known Friedrich Mrinch, moved from Dutzow to
Augusta. George, like Friedrich was a Lutheran
minister, but he, too, had learned much about farming
from his brother and partne r." As his descendants
point out, George was greatly influenced by brother
Friedrich's 1859 article about grape-growing, noted
abovg.38

At Augusta, George Mtinch would grow grapes

7
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M0nch vineyards at Augusta in 1865.
on a relatively small plot, as other men of the village did. lnitially it was 7Tz acres.
While beginning his vineyard, George continued his profession as gunmaker. According
to the family history,

George designed and ranufactured a variety of hand tools, clocks, guns and
farm inplemnts' lle was considered a rpchanical genius by his neighbors.
His mrk with gold, silver and copper ums held_ in high esteem. lbrrever,
none of the articles he produced rrere patented.o'

As the Civil War wound down, grape-growers could again concentrate on their
vineyards. !n fact, in September 1864 Friedrich Mtinch reported "To German Friends
of Grape-Growing in This State" that, 'Despite the continuation of the war with all its
horrors, the planting of new vineyards progresses faster than previously in our Western
states, specifically in Missouri."s

Augusta, growing more prominent as a site of grape-growing, was an example.
Touring St. Charles County, the editor of the weekly German-language St. Charles

D@gk[gl, wrote in early 1864 that while the county was already famous for fruit
production,

it is beccming a rival to the mst successful [areas for producing grapes
for rinel in the thited States...yre must nention the very grcat success utrich
the vintners have achieved on the chain of ilissouri River b'luffs in St.
Charles Cgwrty, especially in Augusta. One hardly knows decay or rotting of
grapes...al

Augusta also was mentioned favorably in the quite lengthy report 'About
Viticulture in Missouri' that Friedrich MUnch wrote for the Demokrat in autumn 1864.
Praising the "already significant plantings of Messrs. Husmann and P6schel' at Hermann,
he said about other locations that,

8



First-c'lass vineyard locations are found around St. Charles, at the so-called
Cottleville Landing, and upstream ttnti'l above Harburg, then in greater
superiority in and around Augusta, also at Harthasville and in the vestern
parts of Tarren County. Except for the Virginia Siimling, in l,lissouri
it is advantageous to plant the Concord and Delaware.{

ln fact, an Augusta columnist thought that his town 'in a few years can be the top-
ranking wine-producing town in Missouri....The Augusta wine can also compete in taste
and quality with any Western wine. Among others, Dr. Gerling's Seedling and Concord
are acclaimed this year."'B

The problematic Catawba grape continued to do fairly well at Augusta.. After
some years of difficulty, the village reporter wrote that "the 1865 Catawba has achieved
far greater quality than at first thought," and that the Virginia-Seedling "also has an

extraordinary quality, befter on the average than at Hermann." By 1867 he noted that
the "Catawba, which was near destructaon, hopefully will regain its credit. This year,

for the first time since 1863, it again does well here."
A month later a traveler's account confirmed that at Augusta the harvest
ms arnng the best ever, qualitatively and quantitatively. Ihe Catawba was

not so abundant because grape-rot cause it som damage. By contrast, Con-
cord, V'irginia Seedling, and a'll other varieties vcrc excellent. Ihis is
even mne encouraging because viticulture cgntinues to expand and has already
beconre a significant business in Argusta.fl

The grape-growing business was developing so well at Augusta that in 1867 six major
grape-growers decided to organize the first cooperative wine marketing effort in the
Missouri River Valley. The articles of incorporation for the Augusta Wine Company

Ai,,hL'-'L^ fr7'4'/n b**/.*'f,7
?r

1867 Statutes of the Augusta Wine Company

were signed on 7 June
1867, with an invest-
ment of S 1 000 each and
a commitment to deliver
to the company the an-
nual product of at least
1 500 grape vines:

Statutes of the
Augusta Wine Co.
We the undersigned

do herewith announce
that among ourselves we
have founded a company
under the name Augusta
Wine Compof,y, whose
purpose is and will be
through combined re-
sources to build a roomy
wine cellar to produce a

9



better and more uniform wine, to give those who produce smal! quantity
of grapes the opportunity to sell them favorably, and to facilitate the sale
of wine produced in Femme Osage Township.

The business of this company shall be conducted in the city of
Augusta.

The capital of this company shall be six thousand dollars ($6,000),
a sum which can be increased to twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) if
required for the expansion of our business.

The number of Directors shall be six, and William Follenius, Christian
Kndrnschildt, lgnaz Viefhaus, Gustaf Muhm, John Kndrnschildt and
Heinrich Kndrnschildt shall be the first Directorate.

From among themselves the Directors shall chose a President and
Vice-President to serve for a year. !t shall be their task to lead and
organize the affairs of this Company, to control and pay all necessary
expenses, with the agreement of a majority of the stock holders, and to
regularly give the stockholders a monthly report of their activities.

William Follenius wi!! be the first President and Christian Kn6rnschildt
the first Vice-President.

Every $100 stock accepted in this company wil! represent a share of
same, and every share is entitled to one vote in the affairs of the
company, with the prerequisite that only grape producers having at least
15,000 vines and delivering their annual production to the Company for
mutual wine making, are generally entitled to vote, in relationship to the
number of shares owned.

New members can be accepted only with two-thirds of all votes and
only under such conditions as the two-thirds of all votes may determine.

Each year the Directorate shal! determine a normal price for grapes
delivered by stockholders, each according to variety and quality, and this
price shal! be paid members.

After the wine made from these grapes is sold, the surplus shal! be
divided among the stock-holders, in relationship to the value of the
grapes delivered by each individua!. Previously, however, all costs and
payments for wine manufacture shall be calculated and subtracted with
division among the members in the same relationship as the surplus were
calculated.

!n cases where Company grapes are bought by non-stockholders, the
proceeds resulting shall be equally divided among the shares.

lf members want to drop out of the Company, so they shall inform the
President and Vice-President at least six months in advance, and the
Company then shall pay such members the full amount of their balance
after all debts and losses are first calculated relatively and subtracted.

By decision of two-thirds of al! votes the Company can be dissolved,
after complete adjustment and settlement of all its obligations has taken
place. After such dissolution and settlement the remaining property of

10



the Company shall be sold as profitably as possible in that posters or
newspaper advertisements, or both, regarding such sale have previously
appeared for three months, and that the proceeds from such sale shall
be divided among the stockholders in relationship to their shares.

We further declare that the undersigned have contributed to the 6000
thousand dollars of stock and that as of this date we represent all stock
holders.

ln witness whereof we have signed our names this 7th of June 1867.
Wm. Follenius
C. Kn6rnschildt
l. Viefhaus
G. Muhm
K. Kn6rnschildt
H. Kndrnschildt

Noted in Book U.S.A., p. 537, 538, 559.48

The following year the Wine Company built a brick wine hall, with a 2-story
deep wine cellar and lOOo-gallon barrets.a6 The bricks reportedly were made at a kiln
on the Town Square across the street. The Wine Hall was described as a "saloon on

' 
iq*J"I
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*
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Wine Company Hall, c. 187O.
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the top floor and the most desirable storage in the lower rooms, in addition to all

equipment."aT The Wine Hall served as a community center, as welt, using the first
floor saloon as a meeting room. Elections, rallies, celebrations, etc. were held there.

The first newspaper advertisement for Augusta wines from the newly built Wine
Hall appeared on March 1868 in the popular German{anguage weekly, St. Charles
Demokrat:

Augusta's reporter summarized the local wine harvest of the next season, 1869,
as "unusually abundant." OnCe again, the Catawba was plagued with grape rot, but
instead, Virginia Seedling and Concord did well. ln that repoft the Augusta Wine

Company was listed as a maior producer, along with Henry Knollenberg, Robert Ewich,

Dr. William Follenius, and George MUnch. Louis Bennefeld, Dietrich Redhorst, Adolph

Mallinckrodt, Dr. C. L. Gerling, August Sehrt, and Eberhard Fuhr were also Iisted as

significant producers, with Julius Mallinckrodt, Henry Spannaus, M. E. Sufisky, John

Schroer, John Fuhr, H. Limberg, A. Ruebling, George Mindrup, and Rudolph Dammann

as smaller producers.€
ln a follow-up criticism of that report, an Augusta grape-grower contended that

"about 1t4 of Augusta's vintners had not even been mentioned,"s thus again making

the point that Augusta was an area of many small and medium-sized wine producers.

ln 1869 one of them, Julius Mallinckrodt built an unusual wine cellar on his farm

west of Augusta. Unlike the two-story brick structure with cellars of the Augusta Wine

Company, Mallinckrodt's was a 3-story building. Built against a hillside, it may have

had split-levet entrances. At Stone Hill, level entrances to underground storage cellars

were created by tunneling into hills from one side to the other.6o

Around the Augusta area there were also more than a dozen other individual

wine cellars, some primarily for hOme use---for instance, on the property of Louis

fugusta lines
T he August a ll i ne Conpany al I wt s i t sel f
hereby to announce to the publ i c that
it nfrt ls in a position to del iver to
consuners god, pure ui ne at I ott
pri ces, consf st l ng of llorth V i rgi ni a

Seedl i ng, Herberrcnt , Catawba aN
Concord .

llr . lln. E . CI auss , agent f or St .
Charl es, wil I alnays have on had
sanpl es of all varf etf es aN nill sel I
the ni ne i n des i rd quantr t ies.
0rders di rectl y to lln. Foll enrus i n
Augusta wiJl be f ill d vith equal
pronptness.

0rders aI so wil I be taken at
lldrtens' Store.

Augusta, llarch 7, 1868.

lUnguftc I8eine.
Oic f,ttguft.r Srin,Gompngnic llottbt fi{ !irr,

tnlt bsu lUbtifun onluidgm, boF lic nunntrbr im
'Stsnbc iF, gutc rcinr lBcinc ;u bittigrl!_'prcifcn nn
Gonfumcntnt gu licfcrn, bcftcllctrD in : !torrtl Eirg.
Ocrbling, $srbcrnoltt, Sntaoba unb Goncorb0.

Sar 
-!Sm. (i. 6t,ru$, ?l1tort fqr e t. 6btr[c6,

bir! ictg $rct rn ollrr rlnlrlntttcn €orrn ort {rottb
hsbrn'rut bir Ecinc iu bctfrtiflctr Dttontitrilrn F?t,
loufcn. Sctctlurltal, uirc[t bli [trrr. liattcnius in
llugrt[trl hrlrbtn cbcnfott.t t rolllpt ouBgciiibrt.

Drure bcrDal qu$ in :UiqrtcuJ' €torc orgc,
n0utmcn.

llugu[ta t'cn l. fior.1 1858. mrll2
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Bennefeld, Robert Ewig (Ewich), Eberhard Fuhr, John Fuhr, Ofto Fuhr, Dr. C. L. Gerling,
Theo and William Heldmann, George MUnch, John Nadler, Henry Nahm, Justus Rinderer,
John Schroer, Henry Spannaus, Ernst Stock, and possibly also at Haferkamp, William
Horst, the Kndrnschilds, lgnaz Viefhaus, and Otto Koch.61

Other Areas
ln the late-l860s reassessments of Missouri's wine industry, pioneer Hermann

and new-comer New Melle and Washington came in for their share of attention. The
editor of the St. Charles Demokrat, for instance, published a quite lengthy and
enthusiastic editorial about developments in viticulture in the Hermann area:

(23 July 1868)
VITICULTURE ON THE MISSOURI [RIVERI

For sm tirp now ilissouri is in first place arnng the wine-prcducing
states of the Union. Again it is the @man population there that has taken
on the pioneer uork in this economically inportant branch of agriculture.

From the Geman settlemnt of llermann ---rrtrcre one bel ieved to be
relocated on the grape hills of the Rhine---the initiative rent out for one
of the lalgest wine conpanies in Arcrica. It is the one urder the
presidency of llr. Georye Husmann, author of the valuable publication, 'The
Cultivation of the Native Grape and l{anufacture of &erican tlines.' It is
the 'Bluffton tline Ccnpany of Central tlissouri.'

Sottp 13 mi'les above llermann, across from the ilorrison Station of the
Pacific Railroad, it oms an area of 1600 acres. tklcver, mtil now on'ly the
first 50 of those acnes are planted to grapes.

ilevertheless, in the first year of its existence (with only 7 acres of
full-bearing vineyards) the you,rg undertaking already was able to pay its
stockholders a dividend of lSt.

But of greatest irportance to viticulture in Arcrica is the excellent
grape nursery of the Corpany, for which a second (urhole-sale) catalog
recently ms pdlished.

Its inexpensive prices for big, strong, vcll-rcoted plants ane really
astonishing, 9ivefl the recognized stability of the establishnnnt. It
specifically guarantees that every little plant rcally represents its variety.
' So l-year Catav0a rmts by the thousand cost utly Uz cent and 2-year

Catauba roots in thousands only 4c. For a 3c starp, the Corpany, wi'll send
a list of all its grape varieties wtrich can be ordered.

Tith the thorough detail of their catalog---one could indeed say, 'real
Gennan'---they create a highly valued contribution to the art of Anprican
grape cultune.

Ihe Bluffton tline Conpany has adopted the system of renting lots of 30
acres in the vineyard and divjding the harvest with the renter. Thereby
both sides are pleased.

Grape-growing was also progressing at New Melle. According to its report in

spring 1869,

(Netr tblle. 5 t{ay 1869)
PROGRESS IN THE LITTLE TOWN OF NEW MELLE

Six years ago the present physician, Dr. Borberg, first started grttring
grapes experirnntally. The old Osnabriick farrers [of the area] really turned
up their noses at that and thought the doctor mrst have too much mney.
unruffled, tnrrever, the doctor cared for his grapes, achieved a good wine,
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and constantly planted rnne of [that variety] urtil he had nearly 2000
plants.

Three years ago the demnstrated success in Augusta mtivated Pastor Sprcn-
9I , nho initially had second thor4hts, as rcll, to also plant a vineyard.
The success, the harvests, v€ne very good and abwrdant. The famrs had not
trusted the experinents of the transgrcssing doctor, but certainly those of
the anointed one.

lhen the grape-planting began, and until nov the action vias so great that
alrea{. 18,000 grape plants, mstly Concord, Catau0a, and som Seed'l ing, rere
planted in- and close to New ilelle. Preparations arc made for additional
bt antings. s

For the same year, Hermann had an equally positive autumn report:
The grape harvest began hene this mek. In mst vineyards the Concord

grapes have reached the highest degree of ripeness and deliver an excel'lent
juice. The Catauba grapes are rather late and ripen slow'ly; the vines are
mstly without leaves and look sick, and the harvest of this variety will
be very small.

Fortunately, our vintners long ago gave up planting only the Catauba grape
and planted mre productive varieties. 0themise their cellars rould be
sadly etlpty this fa'll, and the coopers rould have had little rork.

Regarding quantity and quality, Concord and llortons Virginia, also Ives,
Clinton, and llerbemnt, Ieave nothing to be desircd. Therefore, they
increasingly reconmend themselves for planting, as does also the R0Iander
trhich this year is abtmdant and prunises a nice harvest. The De'laurare vines
hang full of grapes, but 'like the Catar0a suffer frun defoliation.

Amng the netcr varieties utrich rc had the opportunity to see, the ilartha
and ilaxatamey ane ciaracterized by healthy appearance and abundant
productivity; both, and especially the latter, delivel.an excellent rfiite wine
y*rich urdoubtedly witl smn be generally introduced.s

Then in the early 1870s Washington made news by holding a wine-tasting event.
The first wine show was held there in 1870, but the most detailed report of a wine-
tasting in the Duden Settlement area was one on Monday, April 10, 1871. lt was held
at the Turner Hall in Washington. Forty-eight wines were exhibited, most from the
Washington vicinity. A few came from Augusta.

Four committees tested the wines. Some of the winners were Ferdinand
Muench (Red Concord, 1870); Julius Muench (White Concord, 1870); G. L. Busch (Red

Concord and White Concord, 1869). The best red wine was the "Black Rose" of Julius
Muench; the best white wine was Frederick Muench's 1870 Herbemont. The wine of
the show was sold at auction and bought by A. F. Zoff , of Washington, for $4.85 a

gallon.56

Helping French Grape Growers
The 1870s brought the grape-growers of Duden Country the opportunity to help

colleagues in France overcome a serious problem--the grape louse. lt had long caused
damage to grape vines without the vintners being aware of it.

ln 1868 the French ampelographer J. E. Planchon discovered that a louse, which
he named Phylloxera vastatrix, was what was then ruining European vineyards. Studies
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of the natural history of the louse proved it to be the American grape louse--it was
believed to have been carried to Europe on American vines brought in for grafting.

Though American grape growers seemed to have sent the grape{ouse to Europe,
they [then] also helped save the European vineyards by supplying cuttings of louse-
resistent vines. ln 1873, to advertise Missouri's vineyards, George Husmann sent two
boxes of assorted wines from Hermann to a French winery in Montpellier, France. The
French were impressed with the quality of the wine and ordered some cuttings from
Missouri vines to improve their stock.

Other Missouri viniculturists, notably Hermann Jaeger of Neosho, sent cuttings
from roots of Missouri vines to France to save Europe's grape and wine industries.
Husmann reported to the Board of Agriculture in 1874 that the Norton's Virginia and
Concord grapes were the most cultivated varieties in Missouri, commenting that "there
are more acres of land adapted to grape-growing in this State than in the whole of
France."so

Augusta grape-growers, too, cooperated with Husmann's efforts to help the
French growers. ln 1876, for instance, George Muench was supplying Herbemont
cuftings to be delivered to France. As reported in August,

Since the significant price of t4.25 will be paid for a thousand, and Mr.
H0nch receives an extra fine comnission, it appears Mr. Husmann is getting
an extraordinari'ly high price for the seedlings and that they are very valued
in France.

ln November, Muench sent another 45,000 Herbemont cuttings to Hussmann, while Fritz

Tiemann sent 40,000 to lsidor Busch in St. Louis--all for France.67

187Os Boom Years
On the whole, the 1870s were boom years for the wine industry in Missouri,

specifically Duden Country, with good or bad weather conditions bringing the usual ups
and downs in harvests,sE

There were, for instance, reports that the Missouri grape was winning
recognition abroad, "in nothing less than the London Globe.'Ee An 1871 survey of
vineyards at New Melle, Lake Creek, and Hermann was promising.oo The 1873 St.
Louis Fair offered enticing 920 premiums for first-prize wines and 910 for second.61
Friedrich Mrinch continued to help his area with learned articles about how to prevent
spring frost damage to vines through judicious pruning and with his updated reports on
the advantages/disadvantages of differing varieties.62

An overview of St. Charles County found "a significant quantity of very good
wines" being produced, especially in the Augusta area.6t lts vineyards were
expanding, investments were paying off, and its Wine Company cooperative was a

success.* Sometimes the company shipped 20 barrels of wine at a time to St. Louis,

usually on river steamboats; individual producers, too, reported single shipments of that
size to a St. Louis wine dealer.65
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'Wthin 15 years t1860-18751," it was said, Augusta farmers had "created
vineyards and fruit orchards now worth about $10,000.'68 And by the end of the
decade $4OOO worth of wine was shipped from Augusta within a single week.67

Sometimes individual records also made the newspapers: J. Fuhr producing 19 pounds
of Concord grapes on one stem and D. Koch even 24 pounds of Elmira grapes on one
ptant in late summer 1879.&

ln 1874 it was reported,

Ihe [At8usta] llire Conpany prcduced 130,000 lbs., of ntrich, for exanple,
sonp 25,000 lbs. rcre frun the 6 acres of ilr. 0. Koch; the brothers Kndrn-
schild each delivered similar contributions, as rcll as Hr. Viefhaus. Dr.
@rling, Sr. got about 12,000 lbs. frcm 2300 Virginia p'lants, over all som
20,000 lbs. frqn 3 acres. Tiemann's vineyard brought an average of 4 lbs.
(Virginia Seed) per p1ant. ilr. G. ilunch's harvest is. mknom to ne.

Ilte quality of the fruit juice shmd itself in its heaviness. At 62
degrees F., Virginia Seed vcighed up to 105, Concord from 76 to 80,
tleriemnt, indeed, nearly 95.

The reporter also included a description of the grape harvest itself at Augusta:

For the grape harvest, tyo to three families usua'lly agree to help each

other. The mmn of the house rfiere the cutting will take place customarily
feeds the folks. Ihe cutting tine is passed with fun, jokes, and pleasant
entertainnpnt. At the sane tirp, one vorks without pause. lihoever drinks a

glass of the spicy wine thinks seriously about the many drops of perspira-
tion, sour r'pri, ino sleepless nights behind the so easity-Oiunt beverige.se

Wine-Drinking
"Easily drunk" may have been the impression of a British correspondent who in

the mid-1870s wrote a widely-discussed humorous description of Augusta's "wine
etiquette"---that is, the alleged requirement of visitors to the village to drink a bottle or
two of white Concord in the morning before doing business and the same routine in the
evening but with red Concord.To

However, in most households in the Duden Settlement wine was not served
regularly at meals. The drink was part of the art and joy of the German-American
culture, an integral part of social and community life, especially at the many festivals
tying together the river communities of Washington, Hermann, and Augusta. lt was the
custom to drink wine in moderation. Delicate tastes were enjoying by sipping. There
was pleasure in the different effects of drinking wine, and many effects have been

detailed in various accounts. There are more than a hundred words in German for the
feelings and behavior consequent on the consumption of alcoholic drinks. German-Amer-
icans believed wine the purest stimulant, as in the earlier words of Friedrich Mtinch.71

The early makers of wine despised watered wine and sugared wine, though they
did add sugar to some wine to sweeten it for the American taste and for ladies and

children. ln the early days they also disapproved of "gallicized' wine, wine made from
must [expressed grape iuice] that had sugar added to it before or during fermentation.
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Viticulture Problems
Perhaps the success of the Augusta Wine Company's collective efforts led

vintners of the 1870s to think about solving other problems of their business through
mutual efforts.

1. Taxes were a problem, with Augusta cotumnists making a strong case for
more equitable treatment. As columnist "Rusticus" put it when county collectors came
to town:

It surely is tinre to register an energetic protest against the overly high
assessnpnt of the vineyards. .vineyards are like other fam land, the
product of industriousness and mrk; therefqre it is unjust to assess the
vineyards four tines higher than fam land.7z

2. 'Too much experimentation" was a charge leveled at Missouri grape farmers
in a lengthy criticism published in 1875 by a fellow-grower. The "disappointment and
discouragement" with the industry's depressed prices, it was said, came because "the
public became perplexed" by all the noise about yet another new, wonderful grape and
'drew back skiftishly" from Missouri wine. lt was tirne to operate by mature
experience.

3. Ouality was being compromised. lt was necessary, the critic said, "to
earnestly combat the wine adulteration and falsification. . they color and adulterate
concord with cochincinello to make Virginia seed and to sell it as such.'73

4. Marketing was a, if not $9, major problem. A Growers Association was
needed, it was counseled, so the smaller grape farmers could hold their wines unti! they
were bottle-mature. Then the farmers would not be "in the hands of severa!
monopolists, lsidor Busch, P6schel & Scherer, the Ldhnings, Wetzler, Conrads, etc.
twhol regulate the prices."Ta

Wine dealers in St. Louis seemed to be key to the marketing problem.
According to an Augusta columnist apparently with "inside" information,

A band seems to exist therc yilrich rc do not mnt to nare up front. But
if the situation does not change, through the prcss vc will expose their
ways and say uttich gang it appears to be that intends to take everything
from the vintners.

ilot only are the posted bills unpaid---and the price is unquestionably
miserable---but the vintner must tap into his rine incole to continually
remind these gqys [to payl. lbreover, they also falsify contracts in order
to gain rnre tinp for their fraud.

tOn the other handl, a significant export to ileu Orleans has developed.
Busch of tlashington, tlrc t{iinches frcnr here, and others sell rather a lot of
Hissouri wines to a Galer there. They, thus, clearly are cmsidercd uorttry.
In addition, it is a certain fact that dealers, for exanple, serve St.
Louisiana llissouri uftite wines as Rhine wines.Ts

Some interesting suggestions followed that critique. The editor of the Wash-
ington Post, Otto Brix, suggested, for instance, addressing the marketing and quality
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problems by opening
a big, elegantly furnished wine ha.lI in Philadelphia during the Exhibition
[1876] and through the sale of good ]lissouri wines win back yrtrat uns lost
in recent years thrcugh dealers in European wine.76

Apparently, however, conflict with Hermann growers negated Brix's idea. At any
rate. the next year the Augusta columnist angrily wrote,

Our wine farmrs will not participate in the [U.S.] Centennial thrcugh the
St. Louis Comnittee. lhis Comnittee includes elenents ulrich have long ago
lost the trust of people here. Clearly the exclusive posturing of the
llermann folks has destroyed the suggestion for a general exhibit of ilissouri
wines.

Perhaps the l,lissouri vinicu'lturists gradually will a'lso see the light as
those in Gemany did tiho gave up their old particularistic ideas and this
tire just exhibit as a German wine 'unit.'

The Hemann folks sirply believe that beyond llermann nothing mre exists.
Nor t* certainly do not want to deny their achieverents, but they should not
look dourvt on other gpple so arrcgantly. Behind the hills live people ytro

also know smthing."
similar to Brix's suggestion was one from an Augusta grower who believed that

local fair exhibits would help. Reporting that Justus Rinderer had been awarded a prize
at the St. Louis Fair "without knowing or doing anything," the Augusta grower added,

tntil now the wine producers of the region have not been nrctivated to
conpete for prizes at the fairs, although with gmd conscience they could
have. Other people occasiona'lly take care of the deal. So the Aqusta tline

8ffi:ry 
also once received prizes at the fairs in sedalia and Jefferson

1 88Os
The new decade began with high hopes. At Augusta, the Augusta Wine

Company, Dr. Gerling, Wilhelm Heldmann, and Justus Rinderer remained major
producers.Te While Rinderer had some plants he thought would produce 30 pounds,
Robert Ewich anticipated 6000 gallons; The Wine Company sold 126 barrels in one
order to lsidor Busch, in St. Louis, the largest wine sale anyone in Augusta could recall.
At the St. Louis Horticultural Fair, Rinderer won prizes for the best assortment of
Nofth's Virginia Seedling grapes, while Gustav MUnch received prizes for his
Herbemont.so

It was a time of change, as well. At the state University, pioneer grape-grower
George Husmann, of Hermann, was replaced as the first teacher of Fruit- and Wine
Culture by M. Kern.8l At Dutzow, widety respected Friedrich Miinch died in his
vineyards.s2 The words of his witl to his children would long echo through Duden
Country:

tlo not dishonor the rremry of a father uho strove not to misbehave; remain
mited in affection and accord; be unselfish, industrious and frugal.
Renrenber always that those rfto succeed the best in life arq tlose ntrc are
able to be satisfied with themselves and their om actions.B
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At Augusta, too, there was change.

Ownership of the Muench vineyards
passed into a new generation. Estab-

Iished by George Muench [Sr.I in 1859,
the vineyards went to George Muench

lJr.l in 1 881 after his father's 1 879
death.Ea

George Muench [Jr.l

Threat of Prohibition
The threat of temperance-inspired prohibition laws had troubled German

immigrants since the 1850s. Not only did they perceive such laws as impingement on
personal freedom, but for vintners and brewers the taboo could mean economic disaster.

When an amendment to the Missouri Constitution forbidding production and sale
of alcoholic drinks was proposed in 1881, the citizens of Augusta and surrounding area
gathered in the wine town to protest passage of any such !aw. Their resolutions said,

Resolved that r€, the tuldersigned citizens of St. Charles County,
earnest'ly prctest passage of any law in this state forbidding the production
and sa.le of wine, beer, and distilled femented drinks;

Resolved, that ue as citizens protest earnestly against an intervention
of the Legislature in the inviolable rights of our fellol citizens;

Resolved, that through the passage of such a prtfiibition law a great
injustice against and a robbery of thousands of our citizens would be
conmitted, for their vineyards uould, in fact, becom rrprthless; this
injustice uou'ld be so much mne outrageous since previous legislatures
encouraged this branch of industry:

Resolved, that the interests of the farrer upuld be significantly damaged
throryh any kind of pruhibition law, for ilissouri is a great grain-producing
state, and millions of bushels of grain now used for distillation purposes
rould overflow the market with our staple products.

Some time Iater the editor of the St. Charles Demokrat happily quoted a
gubernatorial candidate who said prohibition was a bad thing because, "ln addition to
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mockery brought on by the lack of moderation, it also would add a large number of law
violators, liars, and hypocrites."so

Despite energetic protests from farmers and German-immigrant groups, the
situation was tightening. ln 1885, for instance, a new "Dramshop Law'went into
effect for sale of alcohol by the drink. (Laws effecting the sale of larger quantities of
alcoholic beverages went back as far as 1835 when such liquor stores were called
"grocers."8') While it affected primarily minors, the 1885 law was feared to be only the
first step of regulation.ss

Augusta Wine Company Dissolution - 1884
Prohibition was not the only problem for Duden Country vintners. After nearly

20 years of successful operation the Wine Company at Augusta declared its dissolution
on November 8, 1884. To this day why the step was taken remains a mystery. The
notarized 'Statement of Fritz Tiemann, CIerk of the Augusta Wine Co." says the
dissolution

ms unanimusly resolved by all refibers and their representatives of those
not present from th/ fact that the assets of the conpany being
insufficient to cover all li'abilities.

The six resolutions that follovyCd detailed liquidation procedures.se Oral history's
explanation for the Company'slEmise was "careless behavior by a leading satesman vis-
a-vis out-of-town accounts."eolo newspaper or other report of the dissolution has yet
been found.

Mt. Pleasant Winery - 1889
The situation then obviously was opportune for the organization of a local

winery. Not surprisingly it was George Muench [Jr.] who traveled to St. Charles in
spring 1889 to "contact business people' and announce that he with two brothers and
a brother-in-law had organized the Mount Pleasant Wine Co. "to carry on viticulture in
an extensive manner."el He had already built a first wine cellar in 1881, as attested
by the date etched into the small stone well house to its west.e2

Prizes came rapidly to the newly-organized Winery for its grapes and wines. ln
1890 the prizes were from the St. Charles County Fair, as well as in 1894, 1897, and
19OO.e3 ln 1893 it was a l st prize at Chicago's 1893 Columbian Exhibit, and in 1896
a l st prize at the St. Louis Fair (for Virginia Seedling, Etvira, and red Concord)ea ln
1904, at the St. Louis World's Fair, the Augusta winery 'swept four-fifths of the
gold.'eE

ln 1897 Mt. Pleasant took another significant commercia! step--it incorporated:
Ihe ltt. Pleasant lline Conpany was incorporated. lhe capital stock is
t16,000, and the incor'porators s€ne Georye l.luench, Frederick iluench, Louis
lluench, H. August Kirchoff and Herman Stening. The conpany has a sp'lendid
rcputation for its native wines and every year has a splendid exhibit at our
[lashingrton] courtry fair.s

George Muench was president and his eldest son Paul was secretary.eT
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1885 Summary
When the history of St. Charles County was published in 1885, the wine totals

for the area were impressive, especially for Augusta:

There are 400 acres in vineyards; 200 acres are in Fenre 0sage Towrship,
and near the toun of Augusta; the other 200 acres are distributed arpu'rd St-
Charles, up to 0'Fallon, hlentzville, New l,lelle, Hanburg, Cottleville, etc.
lline is made in cons'iderable quantities and npets with ready sale, as also
the grape for table use, and each at rcmunerative prices.

Ihe mst of the vineyards, planted prior to 1860, ucre of the Catayrba
variety urhich, after a fan years of successful cropping, prcved to be a

failure. At the present tire tm-thirds of the vineyards consist of the
Concord. The other principal varieties are Norton's Virginia and tlerbemnt.

Connoisseurs here consider our lfiite wines equal, if not superior, to the
best Rhine wines. Ihe Concord will prcduce 500 gallons per acres. The
annual production for the county in 1872 ums about 100,000 gallons. Nerv

l,lelle has eight wine cellars, total capacity 50,000 gallons. Ar4usta, 20,
total capacity 100,000 gallons. St. Charles three. capacity 60,000 gallons
beside several small cellars and aggregate capacity of 100,000 gallons.
Harburg and lleldon Springs have a nunber of small cellars with a capacity
or abour *,0f1*rl,,ti,ilngs 

have a

A l9OOs drawing of Storage Cellar No. 2 at Stone Hill Winery, Hermann, shows
the wines that made Duden Country famous: left barrels, 'Virginia Seedling' and
'Concord'; right barrels, 'Catawba' and 'Riesling.' These wines won Stone Hill
gold medals at international exhibitions, as well as the t 876 Centennial Exhibition
in Philadelphia and a Grand Medal at the 1904 Exposition in St. Louis.
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19OOs Postscripts
The long-feared prohibition of production and sale of alcoholic beverages came

in the 1920s That, of course, is worth its own historical report, but suffice to say
here the 19th Amend,meryfended wine-making in Duden Country for half a century. At
Augusta, Alfred Nahnl y'as one of the last vintners to continue the viticulture begun by
tris-famiiv in t 870.ee V

Then in the mid-1960s a resident of lllinois, Lucian Dressel, came to Augusta
with his family, bought the old Mt. Pleasant Wnery property and staged a dramatic
come back for Augusta's grape-growing industry. !n fact, he and another vintner, Clay
Byers of Augusta's small Montelle Vineyards, pulled off a real coup: they got Augusta
recognized as the nations's First Wine District. Meanwhile, 'up river," at Hermann,
Poeschel's old Stone Hill Winery also began again to flourish, along with others of the
area.

But all that is another story, the modern story about economic enterprise and
revival. And the impact on little towns of wineries as tourist attractions.

That development surely would surprise the old wine makers enormously, the
Muenchs, Poeschels, Husmanns, and others. However, the spirit of 'making it work"
through innovation and hard work would be familiar, for that is the truly remarkable first
chapter they wrote.
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